


Richard B. McCaslin joined the fac
ulty of High Point College, now 
University, in August 1990. Born in 
Atlanta, Georgia, McCaslin moved 
with his family to Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi, and earned an under
graduate degree in history and politi
cal science at Delta State University 
in that state. He also has a master's 
degree in history from the University 
of Louisiana. After receiving a doc
toral degree in history from the 
University of Texas, where he served 
as a consultant to the Texas Senate, 
the National Park Service, and other 
agencies, he became the associate 
editor of the Andrew Johnson Papers 
at the University of Tennessee. He 
has also written Commitment to 
Excellence: One Hundred Years of 
Engineering Education at the 
University of Texas (1986), Andrew 
Johnson: A Bibliography (1992), and 
Tainted Breeze: The Great Hanging 
at Gainesville, Texas, October 1862 
(1994), which was a History Book 
Club selection for April 1994 and has 
been nominated for several awards. 

years when it was a college, 
from 1924 until I 991. I )uring 
those decades, there w ere 
many substantial accomplish
ments, each made possible by 
the achievements of those who 
came earlier. 

This book holds chapters on 
each era of the college's devel
opment, as well as one 011 the 
traditions of the institution . It 
also con taim appendices that 
list m any vital statistics. It is 
intended to serve not onlv as a 
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reminder of what the College 
has done, but also what the 
University can accomplish as it 
builds upon the solid founda
tions of the past. 
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I have been associated with High Point 
University, form erly High Point College, 
for more than forty years as a student, 
alumnus, and trustee. T his association has 
been the source of both great pleasure and 
pride to m e, as th e history o f th e 
University is one of achievement through 
hard work. 

Few could have imagined that the modest 
college which opened in 1924 could have 
reached the stature of today's university. 
Many times during the Depression years, 
the existence of the institution was threat
ened, but it survived. While I was here as 
a student, the college won its battle for 
accreditation, and later I watched and even 
participated as the college developed into 
the U niversity. 

With two campuses in North C arolina 
and several affiliated campuses in Europe, 
H igh Point University is now positioned 
to becon1e one of the premier small uni
versities in the United States. T he story of 
how this came to be is contained in this 
book, and it is with great pleasure and 
pride that I commend it to the friends and 
supporters of thjs great institution. 

George S. Erath, Chairman 
B oard of Trustees 

President Jacob C. Martinson, Jr. 
with M r. Erath 
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Foreword 

High Point University is so close to my heart that, once having 
started this volume, I could not stop until I finished it. These are re
markable stories. Collectively, they celebrate a marvelous American 
drama of strength, heroism, vision, and love. 

As this volume so clearly illustrates, you cannot tell the High 
Point story without telling the story of a city which shares its name; 
The United Methodist Church and its predecessors, the Methodist 
Protestant Church and The Methodist Church; and the Piedmont 
Triad. 

In many ways, High Point's story is unique; in others, it is not 
unlike that of so many church-related colleges which struggle 
through the long years before finally achieving the stature which sep
arates the institutions from their humble beginnings. 

Dr. Richard B. McCaslin-the author of this history and several 
others, including a 1994 Book of the Month selection by the History 
Book Club - is Associate Professor of History at High Point Uni
versity. Dr. McCaslin's research is thorough and well-documented, 
but this history comes to life because of McCaslin's conversations 
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with so many persons who have made High Point University what it 
is today-alumni, faculty, deans, presidents, trustees, friends. 

I could not read this account without assessing High Point's 
strengths and weaknesses. Do we have weaknesses? Of course we 
do, but those weaknesses are simultaneously opportunities-opportu
nities which would not exist without the labors of our predecessors. 
How great are the opportunities! 

I arrived at High Point University in 1985. We were a small col
lege enrolling some 1268 students. In 1994, we are a University en
rolling more than 2400 students. In the intervening years, we have 
built the Madison Park campus in Winston-Salem (NC); our endow
ment has grown from $8 million to more than $28 million; we have 
spent $5 million on campus renovation, including a $2 million reno
vation of historic Roberts Hall; we have spent $19 million on new 
construction, including $6.75 million for the Millis Athletic/Convo
cation Center and $3 million for Finch Hall. Academically, there 
have been remarkable accomplishments as well. Most significantly, 
the University initiated graduate programs in management and inter
national management; and the sports medicine program at High Point 
University became the first such program in the nation to be accred
ited by the American Medical Association (1994). None of this 
would have been possible without the foundation laid in the early 
years-a foundation which involved noble sacrifice, courage, skill, 
and love. Much of it resulted from the work of the National Commis
sion on the Future of High Point College which we commissioned on 
May 6, 1989, and which had a single mission-to recommend strate
gic directions for High Point's future. 

Over one hundred fifty strong, from 25 states, the members of 
the National Commission spent more than ten months studying the 
College, the educational environment, and the choices available to 
us. This distinguished group included educators, business and com
munity leaders, officials of The United Methodist Church, truste~s, 
faculty, students and alumni. Their work was summarized in the Re

port of the National Commission of the Future of High Point Col

lege, a report which defined ten strategic directions for High Point. 
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Foreword 

In the course of their work, the Campus and Community Rela
tions Committee of the National Commission questioned whether an 
institution with two distinct campuses enrolling more than 2000 stu
dents in two separate cities should be called "a college." This ques
tion was presented to the Board of Trustees, along with the Report of 
the National Commission on the Future of High Point College. In 
adopting the report of the National Commission, the Board of 
Trustees also recommended the appointment of a special task force 
to consider this question. 

Board Chair W. Roger Soles soon thereafter appointed a task 
force chaired by trustee James H. Millis, Sr., to study the question of 
the institution's name. Utilizing the skills of Browder Marketing 
Communications, a consulting firm, the task force evaluated the na
ture of the College, its image, and possible alternatives for a name. 
After two and one-half years of deliberate study, first by the National 
Conm.ussion and then by the select task force, the Board of Trustees 
voted on October 9, 1991, to change the name High Point College to 
the name High Point University. 

Clearly, the work of the National Commission was not futile la
bor; it created the energy which this institution needs in order to be
come the premier small university in the southeast; and we clearly 
stand on the threshold of such achievement. On September 13, 1994, 
the trustees announced The Founders Campaign for High Point Uni
versity-a campaign to raise forty million dollars to make this leap a 
reality. We would not have announced such a goal had we not known 
that, working together as alumni, students, faculty, administrators, 
trustees, and other friends of the University, the goal is clearly within 
our reach. 

Around 1970, as pastor of the First United Methodist Church in 
Winter Park, Florida, I visited Mrs. G. I. Humphreys. At the time, I 
knew little about High Point College, but before I left Mrs. 
Humphreys, I knew the High Point story. She was so enthusiastic and 
so involved in High Point even at that point in her life that the entire 
conversation centered on this institution. I think Professor William R. 
Locke put it well when he wrote in No Easy Task, his remarkable his-
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tory of High Point's first fifty years, "Her love for the college to 
which her husband gave his best effort and his life never dimin
ished." I consider Mrs. Humphreys symbolic of the way in which our 
predecessors shaped and heralded this first-class center of higher ed
ucation. It became their life; and Mrs. Humphreys, in her sweet, 
unassuming manner, was a living illustration of that fact. Since that 
encounter with Mrs. Humphreys, I have come to know other servants 
of High Point. 

I first met Dr. Patton in 1976, and I liked him immediately, in 
part because of his warmth; in part, because of his humor; and, in 
part, because he clearly loved the institution he served. Beyond that, 
he was a good administrator who could mobilize people in support of 
a grand mission-the High Point mission. As you read this history, 
remember it is the history of people who, like Dr. Patton, loved High 
Point: Drs. R. M. Andrews, G. I. Humphreys, D. H. Cooke, and 
C. R. Lucht; students, faculty, and alumni; devoted trustees and loyal 
friends. Surely, for those who love High Point, this is not just history; 
it is our history. 

In the final analysis, High Point University today owes every
thing to those persons who have given so much through the years. 
Similarly, we are honored by the lives of those who have received 
these gifts. There is no way to tell that story here, but one simple ex
ample illustrates what has been accomplished. High Point is a young 
institution of higher education; yet, over 1,000 High Point alumni 
have already earned graduate degrees. Like the larger body_ of 
alumni, these men and women are making significant contributions 
to the nation and to the world. In fact, four of these with earned doc
torates currently serve on the faculty at High Point University. 

During our history, we have remained committed to quality and 
to value-centered education. As a result, High Point has become a 
microcosm of the world. In 1993-94, 33% of our freshmen class 
came from more than 500 miles away; students came from 35 states 
and 27 countries; and they came because, even at a distance, High 
Point has a good name. As a result of that name, High Point Univer
sity now attracts older students as well as younger ones both locally 

viii 



Foreword 

and internationally. During the last two years, the Chinese govern
ment has sent two large delegations involving approximately 60 Chi
nese leaders in business and industry to High Point to study; presi
dents of colleges and universities in Brazil have come to High Point 
to learn; and the international list of business, educational and politi
cal leaders who, as practicing professionals, are coming to High 
Point to study, grows yearly. One of these, who is the youngest per
son ever to serve as president of the legislature of Sante Fe, is clearly 
one of the rising political figures in Argentina. What a testimony to 
the confidence which people beyond our borders have in the quality 
of education which High Point University offers! All of this is con
sistent with one of the ten strategic directions established by the Na
tional Commission-to prepare graduates of High Point University 
to live and work in a global community characterized by increasing 
diversity and developing technologies. 

Furthermore, the John Templeton Foundation Honor Roll of 
Character-Building Colleges (1993) includes High Point University. 
Of more than 1700 senior colleges and universities in the United 
States, only 158 were listed. The list was compiled by polling college 
and university presidents throughout the United States. What a testi
mony to the confidence which peer institutions have in High Point 
University. 

Yet, as institutions of higher education go, we are a young insti
tution; our greatest years are before us; and we trust that many of you 
who read this history will choose to play a major role in the history 
now being written. 

Fall,1994 Jacob C. Martinson, Jr. 
President 

High Point University 
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Introduction 

It has been said that the people involved with an institution of 
higher education, in order to be a complete community, must know 
their history. There are literally thousands of men and women who 
have worked or taught at High Point University, or attended courses 
as students. This work is a record of the sixty-seven years when it 
was a college, from 1924 until 1991. During those decades, there 
were many substantial accomplishments, and each was made possi
ble by the achievements of those who came earlier. Because High 
Point College has become history, it is fitting that a book of record 
should be published, but it is also intended to serve as a reminder of 
what the University can accomplish as it builds upon the solid foun
dations of the past. 

High Point College was the climax of a Methodist Protestant 
campaign to provide for the proper education of members of their 
church, as well as others interested in value-oriented education. The 
Methodist Protestant drive to educate orginated in the push to spread 
the gospel, which they inherited from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church long before leaving that organization in 1828. During the re
mainder of the nineteenth century, and until they joined with the 
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Methodist Episcopal and Methodist Episcopal Church South to es
tablish the modem Methodist Church in 1939, the Methodist Protes
tants founded quite a few schools in several states. In North Carolina 
that included a short-lived seminary for females in Jamestown, a 
more durable institution known as Yadkin College, which actually 
granted only a few college degrees during almost seven decades of 
operation, and High Point College. 

High Point College resulted from the mer~ing of the desire of a 
small but determined cadre of Methodist Protestants for a true col
lege within their state and the ambitions of a group of High Point 
businessmen, some of whom were Methodist Protestants, for devel
oping their community. When those who were determined to build a 
Methodist Protestant college in North Carolina, led by Joseph F. 

McCulloch, secured a commitment from their state organization for 
its construction, they accepted an offer of a site from the businessmen 
of High Point, a booming center of economic growth with the high
est number of Methodist Protestants of any community in the state. 
Methodist Protestants dominated the board of trustees for the College 
during its first fifteen years of development, ensuring a commitment 
to the original goals of the Methodist Protestants through an era of 
economic struggle and determined expansion under the supervision 
of presidents Robert M. Andrews and Gideon I. Humphreys. 

The establishment of the Methodist Church in 1939 quickly 
brought economic stability to High Point College as new leaders 
took control of a reorganized board of trustees, but the merger also 
brought a crisis in College leadership. The resulting conflict led to 
the resignation of Humphreys and the employment of a successor, 
Dennis H. Cooke, who was committed to aligning High Point Col
lege with national standards for higher education. Having done that, 
he stepped aside in favor of a president, Wendell M. Patton, who 
promised substantial growth within the original goal of a value-laden 
education. The turmoil of the 1960s did not substantially alter the fo
cus of the College nor deter its numerous supporters from achieving 
their economic objectives. The last two decades of the institution's 
existence as a college-it became a university in the fall of 1991-
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Introduction 

were marked by a mix of occasional controversy, strong expansion, 
and a continued focus on the original goal of the school: value-laden 
education. Charles R. Lucht's tenure was cut short by conflict, but 
his successor, Jacob C. Martinson, Jr., provided a solid academic and 
financial foundation for the future. 

The growth of High Point College, like similar institutions, has 
been marked by much more than the development of policies and the 
expansion of dollars, buildings, and enrollment. It has also been a 
process of developing traditions and making contributions in non
academic fields. For this reason, a chapter on student life has been 
included. The title of this work is a line from a song written by Pro
fessor Lew J. Lewis and first performed at the High Point College 
graduation in August 1954: "In Praise of Alma Mater." A perfor
mance of this song remained a regular feature of graduation exercises 
for many years. Like the College, it too has become a part of history. 
However, the University now stands in place of the College, and new 
traditions have arisen to serve this academic community as it contin
ues to develop. 

I would like to thank the many people who contributed so much 
to this work. The hard-working staff of the Herman H. and Louise M. 
Smith Library made the archives readily available, especially the pa
pers saved by former faculty such as Marcella Carter, Ernestine 
Fields, A. Paul Gratiot, and Louis B. Pope. Other faculty and staff 
graciously took the time to share their experiences and perspectives 
on the past with me; I extend my heartfelt gratitude to M. Louise 
Adams, Marion H. "Woody" Gibson, David H. Holt, Lew J. Lewis, 
Mona Saunders, and James W. Stitt. A former president, Wendell M. 
Patton, provided me with much valuable information about his ad
ministration, as did the current president, Jacob C. Martinson, Jr. 
Too, a pair of vice presidents-E. Roy Epperson and Bob Hayes
made their voluminous records available to me, and James H. Spes
sard assisted me in perusing the minutes of the trustees and faculty. 
Vice President John C. Lefler aided me in the publishing of this 
work, and Jeanie Hazzard, of his staff, provided some additional ma
terial. Mary Lib Joyce, a diligent local historian, shared her files with 
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me as well. William R. Locke, a former member of the faculty and 
author of a previous history of the College, read this manuscript and 
provided many invaluable suggestions. Finally, my wife, Jana, and 
student assistants, Josephine Lamont and Gloria Arroyo, patiently 
endured my requests for errands and helped to compile the index. 

I cannot close without acknowledging the unconscious contribu
tion of the students I taught or otherwise encountered while writing 
this book. Whether the alumni will admit it or not, there is a continu
ity through the decades, and my contemporary experiences certainly 
illuminate my reflections on the past. I dedicate this work to the 
alumni of High Point College, and to the students of High Point Uni
versity. 

Richard B. Mccaslin 
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