
Chapter One 

The Road to 
High Point 

The Methodist Protestant Church established High Point College, 
but not until after nearly a century of struggle to provide for Chris
tian higher education in North Carolina. While residents of the state 
led the way in founding the church during the first half of the nine
teenth century, they built only two schools in North Carolina. Their 
primary accomplishment was Yadkin College, which like many de
nominational colleges of the period was the only source of secondary 
education for the surrounding community and actually provided 
more students with a preparatory education than a college degree. 
Too, like most counterparts founded by other denominations, Yadkin 
College was located in a remote rural area, where Christian educa
tion would not be tainted by the well-known distractions of more ur
ban regions. 1 This isolation became a detriment when enrollments 
and funding never reached adequate levels for survival. Searching 
for a new location that offered more substantial support for a college 
to replace Yadkin, which became a secondary school in name as well 
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as fact and finally closed in 1924, the Methodist Protestants selected 
High Point, thus initiating a more successful academic enterprise. 

Protestant church membership increased tremendously during 
the first half of the nineteenth century. It was also the era of Andrew 
Jackson and the first grassroots presidential campaigns, which en
couraged people to expect democratic administration of all institu
tions, including churches. The strain of expanding membership and 
demand for more local control led to a split in the Methodist Episco
pal Church. Reformers met at Baltimore on November 12, 1828; 
over a hundred delegates attended, including several from North Car
olina, which could legitimately claim some of the first activists in the 
movement for separation. They adopted articles of association for a 
new Methodist Protestant Church, with self-governance as the defin
ing difference between them and mainstream Methodism. 2 

The new Methodist Protestant Church retained the strong empha
sis of all Methodists on Christian education. John Wesley, founder of 
the denomination, and his brother Charles had stressed that piety and 
education were inseparable. The conference that had established the 
Methodist Episcopal Church in the United States in 1784 had also 
authorized the establishment of an academy known as Cokesbury 
College, the first Methodist school in this country. In 1820 the annual 
state conferences had been authorized to build schools and urged to 
provide both secondary and higher education. The latter was a field 
in which the Methodists, traditionally a frontier church, lagged be
hind other denominations in the United States; however, Methodists 
of all varieties established 393 educational institutions from 1829 to 
1860, and more than three-fifths of these were colleges or universi
ties. While the new Methodist Protestant Church rejected the hierar
chy of their old compatriots, they continued to believe that education 
was part of their mandate to evangelize, as set forth in the New Tes
tament. This included not only preparing preachers, but also "fur
nishing an education under Christian auspices, for all our children. "3 

North Carolinians formed the vanguard of the Methodist Protes
tant movement, but they floundered in their initial efforts to provide 
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for Christian education in their state. Each state was to hold at least 
one annual conference. North Carolinians organized on December 
19, 1828, thus becoming the first annual conference of the newborn 
church. When a Methodist Protestant constitution was formally 
adopted in a convention at Baltimore in November 1830, North Car
olina was well-represented among the delegates. During the next few 
years, however, they had to be content with funding already existing 
educational institutions inside the state and out. In 1836 the Annual 
Conference of Virginia invited the North Carolinians to help estab
lish a "national labor college," but the latter declined due to a lack of 
funds. Fifteen years later, the North Carolinians funded scholarships 
at.Madison College in Uniontown, Pennsylvania. After sectional ten
sions divided the faculty of Madison College, some opened a college 
in Lynchburg, Virginia in 1855, and North Carolina Methodist 
Protestants sent their money and students to the new school.4 

In 1851 the North Carolina Annual Conference selected a com
mittee to consider building a preparatory school in Davie County. 
The following year the Conference was addressed by delegate Henry 
W. Walser, a Whig legislator from Davidson County. "Sharp-witted" 
and "stubborn," Walser served on the public school board for his dis
trict, and he was interested in having his church assist him in opening 
a secondary school. After he offered ten acres of his own land on the 
Yadkin River in Davidson County and five hundred dollars for the 
proposed institution, a committee of five, which included Walser, or
ganized to investigate opportunities in both counties. They advised 
the Conference in 1853 to accept the offer from Walser, who became 
the chair of a board of trustees for "Yadkin Institute" when the legis
lature approved a charter that he introduced in February 1855.5 

Work proceeded slowly on the Methodist Protestant's first school 
in North Carolina. Walser reported in 1855 that construction had be
gun on a building. He relied primarily on his thirteen slaves, whom 
he normally employed to grow tobacco, for labor and burned bricks 
in his own kiln, though many neighbors also contributed materials 
and labor. The completed brick edifice, two stories in height, was 
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plastered with cement to resemble stone. Classes met on the lower 
floor while the upper level served as an auditorium. Fireplaces at 
each end of the building provided heat; there was no interior plumb
ing. On October 3, 1856, a notice appeared in the Lexington & Yad
kin Flag that Yadkin Institute would open for business on the 20th of 
that month. Located nine miles west of Lexington, the location was 
advertised as "healthy and beautiful" and "as moral as any in the 
country. "6 

Yadkin Institute operated for five years under the direction of 
George W. Hege. He signed a five-year lease for $200 a year to pro
vide a preparatory curriculum for the all-male student body while 
also serving as president of the nearby Beatavilla Female Seminary. 
He was assisted by John A. Oakes, Henry Walser's son-in-law. As a 
greeting to the students, Oakes inscribed a Latin motto over a mantel 
in the auditorium: "Gaudemus Te Venir" ("We Are Glad You Have 
Come"). One, William D. Hardin, wrote to a friend in April 1859 that 
there were "about forty students" at Yadkin with more arriving all the 
time. He reported that his daily studies focused on algebra and 
"Arithmetick," grammar and geography. Like everyone else, he 
boarded nearby. Yadkin never had any dormitories; students who did 
not live near the campus either boarded with families or resided in 
makeshift barracks, later known as the "Synagogue" for unknown 
reasons, around a camp meeting arbor, where they were responsible 
for housekeeping. 7 

The success of Yadkin Institute increased demands for a college 
among Methodist Protestants. They were not content to send their 
children to other denominational schools or the state university. The 
latter appeared especially corrupt; a publication of the time described 
the campus at Chapel Hill as a "theatre of evil and recklessness." At 
the end of Hege's initial lease, Henry Walser asked that Yadkin be 
rechartered as a college, which was done by the legislature on Febru
ary 22, 1861. Yadkin College had eighty boarding students, all male, 
the last few months before the Civil War began. When Oakes and 
sixty of them joined the Confederate army, the school closed for the 
majority of the war. Oakes never returned; he surrendered at Appo-
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mattox with the Army of Northern Virginia and died in 1866 at the 
age of 31, his health ruined by the war. 8 

Walser remained chairman of Yadkin College until his death in 
1875, when he was succeeded by his son Gaither S. Walser, and he 
never stopped struggling to keep his school open. Hege attempted to 
revive Yadkin before the war ended. He advertised that he would re
open with a military department on March 1, 1865. Cadets would re
ceive instruction in academic and military subjects and be exempt 
from the draft until they were eighteen years of age. A strong empha
sis was placed on Christian education; the "profane and vicious" 
were admonished not to enroll, while "every species of vice [were] 
prohibited." This program had the support of the legislature and a 
major was to be assigned to direct the military aspects. This effort 
ended with the war, but H. Thomas Phillips, a member of the Walser 
family, opened Yadkin as a high school in 1867. The building, which 
had been vandalized, was repaired and Phillips hired Frederick T. 
Walser to help him. In 1871 Phillips became superintendent of public 
instruction for Davidson County; James C. Davis, a minister, was 
employed to work with Walser. 9 

In 1873 the trustees rejected a proposal to relocate their school to 
the Shiloh Methodist Protestant Church community, "one of the 
largest rural M. P. churches" in the state and located in eastern 
Davidson County. Instead, they hired a new young president with vi
sion: Shadrach Simpson. A graduate of Trinity College, Simpson was 
considered by the founder of that institute, Braxton Craven, to be his 
"most brilliant student." He took the job at Yadkin in 1873, the year 
that he graduated from Trinity. Under Simpson, the faculty expanded 
to five, divided among three departments-preparatory, college and 
theology. He taught "Ancient Languages, Rhetoric, Logic and Meta
physics," leaving mathematics, natural science, English literature, 
French, Greek, German, chemistry, music and a changing list of spe
cial topics to others. A college student who completed classes in 
mathematics, natural science and English literature would earn a 
bachelor of science degree; those who learned the first two subjects 
as well as Latin, philosophy and a modem foreign language received 
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bachelor of arts degrees. The master of arts degree was given to col
lege students who added a second modem foreign language and 
chemistry. 10 

Simpson proved to be both an effective educator and a promoter. 
He found less than three dozen students at Yadkin College when he 
arrived, but enrollment soon increased. Instructor J. W. Brower wrote 
to a friend in 1880 that Yadkin has "51 Schollars [sic] in School very 
near all boarders and generally from a distance." Of Simpson's stu
dents, two earned bachelor of science degrees and seventeen got 
bachelor of arts degrees, the first in 1877. One recipient was Zeb 
Vance Walser, a grandson of Henry Walser, who became a state attor
ney general and speaker of the legislature. At the same time, Simp
son generated interest in the College by giving honorary doctor of di
vinity degrees to several ministers and a doctor of laws to Governor 
Zebulon B. Vance. Although attempts to fund a chair of theology did 
not succeed, Methodist Protestants were pleased because the empha
sis on Christianity remained strong: religious services were held 
three times each week and students had to attend Sunday School, 
while dancing, profanity, alcohol, games of chance, and "anything 
that would manifestly be followed by evil consequences" were 
banned. Proud of the school's success, the local community obtained 
a charter as the Town of Yadkin College. 11 

Simpson also recommitted Methodist Protestants in North Car
olina to coeducation in 1877 by enrolling females at Yadkin College. 
In 1855 the Annual Conference had considered building an academy 
for females in High Point, then an infant community on a recently 
completed railroad through the Piedmont. They bought four acres in 
High Point but had no funds for construction. When land in 
Jamestown, a more established community, and $2,000 were offered 
by William G. C. Mendenhall, the proposal was accepted and High 
Point was rejected. Chartered as the Jamestown Female Academy in 
1857, the school boasted a four-story building and a faculty of six 
that provided both academic courses and instruction in the "Orna
mental Branches," which were drawing, embroidery, painting, and 
making decorations of wax or hair. Enrollment reached nearly five 
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dozen before the school burned in 1861 due to a student's careless
ness with a candle. The pupils completed their education at Hege's 
Beatavilla Female Seminary. The Academy never reopened because 
the Methodist Protestants of Jamestown during the Civil War aligned 
with the northern branch of their church and did not reestablish ties 
with their southern counterparts until after a reunion in 1877. 12 

The females lived with local families at Yadkin, but because they 
attended most classes separate from the men their presence taxed the 
capacity of the College. Due to a commensurate growth in the num
ber of male students, Simpson had begun pressing for a new building 
in 1876. Completed five years later on land donated by John A. 
Oakes' widow (Henry Walser's daughter), the new structure was 
three stories in height with a five-story tower on the front topped 
with a mansard roof. Bentley Owen, a member of the Walser family, 
designed the edifice with classrooms on the first floor, as well as a li
brary and a museum, while the second floor was an auditorium for 
which the third floor served as a balcony. Edward L. Greene, an 1880 
graduate of Yadkin College, bought the first College building and 
converted it into a tobacco factory, where he produced several brands 
of chewing tobacco. After he retired in 1910, the building was used 
only for storage. 13 

The new building marked the pinnacle of Yadkin College. Simp
son, who had earned-a master of arts at Trinity in 1875, left Yadkin in 
1883 to accept a position as a professor at Western Maryland Col
lege. For the next fifteen years Yadkin struggled under five presi
dents: R. H. Wills (1883-1885), W. A. Rogers (1885-1887), A. R. 
Morgan (1887-1889), Elihu P. Mendenhall (1890-1891) and George 
W. Holmes (1891-1899). All but Mendenhall were ministers, while 
at least one, Morgan, was actually the principal of a nearby high 
school. Financial pressure forced the trustees to focus on being a 
preparatory school, though President Holmes did manage to have 
Yadkin recognized as a junior college so that its graduates would be 
accepted into the junior class at many four-year institutions. A na

tional depression in 1893 greatly reduced enrollment and was weath
ered only with pledges from a handful of loyal supporters, prominent 
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among which were the proprietors of the three tobacco factories in 
the community and a grist mill on the river nearby. To pay the debts 
of the college, the Annual Conference levied an assessment of 
$1,000 on all member churches in 1895, but at the same time they in
structed the trustees to ask the legislature to annul the charter for 
Yadkin College and to let the school be operated as a high school. 14 

Henry Walser's brainchild operated for its last quarter-century as 
Yadkin Collegiate Institute. William T. Totten, who in 1882 had be
come the last Methodist Protestant minister to receive a bachelor of 
arts degree from Yadkin College, leased the school from the Annual 
Conference in 1898 and took possession the next year. With funds 
from both the Annual Conference and the state of North Carolina, 
Totten provided high-school diplomas until 1924, though only a few 
of his students actually graduated. In 1903 he reported that enroll
ment had grown to 119, but just six diplomas had been granted dur
ing the past year. Competition from the rapidly expanding public 
school system became insurmountable, and in 1924 Totten closed the 
doors of Yadkin for the last time as a school under the aegis of the 
Methodist Protestant Church. Yadkin thus became one of the great 
majority of Methodist schools founded between 1829 and 1860-84 
percent-that did not survive. The 1881 building was leased by the 
county until it was declared unsafe. Wreckers dynamited the struc
ture, but the tower refused to fall. The ruins were sold for $100 in 
1933 and the proceeds went to the Methodist Protestant church in the 
community. 15 

The impediment to the development of Yadkin as a college was 
not the quality of its programs but the remoteness of its location. The 
Methodist Protestant Church, like other denominations, had chosen a 
"remote, rural" site for its school so that a curriculum that blended 
education and Christian values could be developed in an environ
ment free of corruption. As the Yadkin College catalog explained in 
1880: "small villages . . . are greatly preferable to large towns or 
cities. A village presents fewer causes of diversion from study, fewer 
temptations to extravagance, and, a thing which is of the greatest im
portance, fewer temptations to dissipation." Isolation, though, be-
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came a great liability. The village around the college never grew 
much beyond its original modest proportions. After the Civil War, it 
was bypassed when a bridge was finally built across the Yadkin 
River, but was located some distance away. The railroad passed 
through Lexington only nine miles away, but rough clay roads made 
the trip an all-day affair in the summer and were almost impassible in 
the winter. Hard to reach, and devoid of a substantial community that 
could provide sound financial support, Yadkin College had little 
chance to survive for an extended period. 16 

The answer for those Methodist Protestants who continued to 
press for the establishment of a college in ·North Carolina lay in the 
acquisition of a site in a more accessible community that could offer 
more support. The principal organizer in this drive became Joseph F. 

McCulloch. A native of Guilford County, McCulloch worked his way 
through Adrian College, a Methodist Protestant institution in Michi
gan, then became an instructor while earning his master's degree 
there. After graduate work at Johns Hopkins, Michigan and Clark 
universities, McCulloch returned to Adrian College as its president. 
Stymied in his ambitious projects for his alma mater, McCulloch de
parted after three years with his "mind and heart and soul set on fire 
with the desire to build a_great college, and the opportunity suddenly 
taken away." He recalled that he felt much like a "spider just ready to 
spin his web when . he suddenly discovers that the framework on 
which he expected to hang his web has been completely removed." 17 

McCulloch was ordained as an elder of the Methodist Protestant 
Church on July 20, 1893, by the Indiana Annual Conference, but he 
refused to surrender his dream of building a college. He spoke with 
potential sponsors of a college in Indianapolis, but they could pro
vide little support because of the ongoing national depression. That 
same year he attended the Annual Conference in his native state, 
where he understood that sympathy was strong for building a new 
college. Securing three offers for a site in Greensboro, he delivered a 
well-received address, after which a fund-raising campaign was au
thorized and a committee was formed to consider three Greensboro 
sites. McCulloch later noted that it was easier to get a prayer for a 
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project than funds. He went to Fairmount, West Virginia, as a pastor 
for a year. When he returned to North Carolina in 1894, he found that 
the committee had received one small pledge and abandoned the ef
fort to build a college. 18 

McCulloch decided the major obstacle to building a new college 
was a lack of publicity, so upon an invitation from the Annual Con
ference he settled in Greensboro, purchased the equipment of the 
Central Herald, for which he had worked as a young man, and dur
ing November 1894 brought out the first issue of Our Church 
Record, which .became the Methodist Protestant Herald in 1910. Mc
Culloch served as editor, publisher, and business manager of the pub
lishing house, whose proceeds were to support a college. His work 
was overseen by a committee, several of whom served as a dedicated 
cadre for his education plans, most notably J. Norman Wills. They 
continued to solicit funds; in 1901 John C. Roberts, a trustee of Yad
kin Collegiate Institute, pledged $10,000 for a Methodist Protestant 
college in North Carolina. He died seven years later, but left a be
quest of that amount for the building of a school by 1920; if it could 
not be completed by that time, the money would be used as a trust 
fund to support young men training for the ministry. 19 

Roberts' pledge revitalized the college campaign. The Annual 
Conference organized a Ways and Means Committee that included 
McCulloch and Wills. When they enthusiastically recommended that 
the project continue, the Conference in 1904 appointed one of its 
ministers to organize a fund drive for $100,000. That campaign se
cured a site for a college in Greensboro but failed to reach its mone
tary goal. Roberts' will designated McCulloch, Wills and three others 
as trustees of his bequest. In July of 1911 these five men formally or
ganized with McCulloch as chair and Wills as secretary-treasurer, a 
post in which he served for thirty years. They and their successors 
administered the Roberts bequest as a scholarship fund until the early 
1950s, when control was assumed by High Point College. Spurred by 
their activism, the Conference in 1914 approved McCulloch's re
quest to designate the supervisory committee of the publishing house 
as the Board of Education of the North Carolina Annual Conference 
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of the Methodist Protestant Church. Wills remained the treasurer of 
the expanded, and more influential, Board. 20 

In 1920 the Roberts bequest was lost to those who demanded a 
Methodist Protestant college in North Carolina, but this only spurred 
them to greater effort. Robert M. Andrews, an alumnus of Yadkin 
and Yale who had an honorary doctor of divinity from Adrian 
College, had served with McCulloch and Wills on the North Carolina 
Board of Education of the Methodist Protestant Church. As president 
of the North Carolina Conference in 1920, Andrews delivered a 
strongly worded report in which he pointed out that "Boys and girls 
who were playing around their mother's knees when we first 
began the agitation of this enterprise, are now old enough to be pro
fessors in the halls." Clearly the time had come "when we should ei
ther move forward or declare our intention to give up the good 
hope." Andrews' words prompted the creation of another committee, 
which consulted with the Board of Education and promptly endorsed 
the idea of a college once more. They put the responsibility for fi
nances back in Andrews' lap as chairman of a fund-raising commit
tee.21 

By proceeding with plans for a college in North Carolina, the 
Methodist Protestants in that state were also responding to the ex
pressed desire of the national organization. The latter was as inter
ested as they in establishing a successful college in North Carolina. 
As Lyman E. Davis, a prominent Methodist Protestant chronicler, 
wrote, a college in North Carolina "would complete the educational 
circuit of the Methodist Protestant Church." In 1920 the Methodist 
Protestants sponsored only five colleges in the country-Adrian Col
lege in Michigan, Kansas City University, Western Maryland Col
lege, Westminster Seminary in Maryland, and Westminster College 
in Texas, which was a two-year school. Many national church leaders 
believed that the addition of yet another institution of higher educa
tion would strengthen all of their programs. With strong support from 
both the national and state organizations, then, Andrews' fundraisers 
set a goal of $300,000 and challenged communities in the Piedmont, 
which had the highest concentration of Methodist Protestants in the 
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state, to donate land and $100,000 to complete the campaign. Three 
committees-from Greensboro, High Point, and Graham and 
Burlington together-submitted bids. After visiting each site the 
Board of Education, which included Andrews, McCulloch and Wills, 
accepted an offer of sixty acres and $100,000 from High Point on 
May 5, 1921.22 

High Point was an obvious choice. The first Methodist Protestant 
church in that community had not organized until 1884, but within 
forty years High Point had more congregations and church members 
than any other town in North Carolina. At the same time, the census 
revealed that High Point was the sixth largest town in the state and 
growing quickly. The 1920s were the first boom period for the town. 
The population increased from 14,302 in 1920 to 36,745 in 1930, 
while almost $20 million in building permits were issued from 1920 
to 1929 and more than $26 million was spent on public improve
ments. Churches, schools, even a new building for the Young Men's 
Christian Association and a new Sheraton Hotel were built. The fo
cus of expansion was the Southern Furniture Exposition Building, a 
million-dollar project completed in 1921 as part of a business year in 
which High Point businessmen built nineteen factories and initiated 
twenty-five new industries. The Exposition Building, which provided 
more than six acres of floor space, symbolized the bid of local furni
ture makers to take the national market from Chicago, "grandaddy of 
furniture markets" in the United States. Using the abundant hard
woods of the Piedmont, High Point leaders, many of whom were 
Methodist Protestants, were laying the base for an extended period of 
growth, which was fed by the arrival of twenty-two trains each day at 
the depot. 23 

Not only was High Point a good choice because of its prosperity 
and strong commitment to the Methodist Protestant Church, it also 
had no college to serve as a capstone for its growing educational sys
tem, unlike the other two communities on the final list. There were 
several institutions in High Point that had claimed the title of college, 
but none of them truly offered higher education. The High Point Fe
male College relocated in 1889 from Thomasville, occupying a 
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three-story brick building previously used by the Methodists as a 
seminary and female school since 1872. Remaining open until 1893, 
it provided a limited variety of mostly preparatory courses. After it 
closed, the premises were occupied by the High Point Institute and 
Business College, a boarding school that at one time boasted an en
rollment of three hundred. It closed in 1897 when the local public 
school board was organized, indicating its role as a secondary 
school.24 

In the 1920s there were two schools in High Point that advertised 
themselves as business colleges, but they did not offer Christian 
higher education. Forty years earlier, at the beginning of High Point's 
industrial development, many young people from the town attended 
Trinity College. After it relocated in 1892 to Durham, where it would 
become Duke University, many Methodist Protestants from High 
Point, and from many other North Carolina communities, attended 
Elon College, which frequently advertised in McCulloch's Methodist 
Protestant Herald. A few females traveled to Salem College, while 
others ·made the trek to Western Maryland College. They welcomed 
the idea of a school of their own that was close to home. In 1905 the 
citizens of High Point had originally pledged $12,000 to the Annual 
Conference if it would build a college in their town; now their efforts 
had borne fruit. 25 

To demonstrate their commitment to the Methodist Protestant 
drive for a college, the leading citizens of High Point moved quickly 
to fulfill their pledge after it was accepted. College trustee J. T. Bur
rus led the local fund drive, which benefited greatly from the public
ity effort of Steven C. Clark, a local developer. A group organized as 
the College Development Association to buy a tract of land and con
vey it to the Annual Conference. The North Carolina Board of Edu
cation retained the title for a site now bounded by Lexington and 
Montlieu avenues on the north and south respectively and by East 
and West College Drives. It was well-located real estate; the college 
would face Montlieu Avenue, then known as the Greensboro-High 
Point Road and serving as part of the National Highway from Wash
ington to Atlanta. Donated acreage that lay north and south of Lex-
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ington and Montlieu respectively were sold at auction for the benefit 
of the proposed school. The Board held the title and assumed all 
debts for the school. 26 

While Yadkin College was being bypassed in favor of a new 
school in High Point, a more accessible and prosperous town, the 
process was actually facilitated by many of those connected to the 
older institution. Many Yadkin alumni raised funds and promoted 
the idea of a new college; William T. Totten, for example, often gave 
money. Others _associated with Yadkin played even more prominent 
roles in developing High Point College; former president George W. 
Holmes served on the first board of trustees for the latter institution. 
The library and records were sent from Yadkin to High Point after 
the former closed in 1924. Holmes' son Joseph, a student at High 
Point College, later drove to the abandoned 1881 building and found 
the old school bell. He brought it to High Point, where it was for
mally unveiled on October 17, 1929, in a ceremony attended by his 
own and the Walser families. It became the focal point of annual 
Yadkin alumni reunions, which continued until 1956. The 1941 as
sembly erected a granite and bronze memorial to Yadkin on the High 
Point College campus. The Jamestown Female Academy was also 
not forgotten; members of the Nikanthan and Thalean literary soci
eties at High Point College in 1929 gathered bricks from the ruins 
and built a monument near Woman's Hall on the new campus.27 

The surviving Yadkin alumni became honorary High Point Col
lege alumni in 1987.28 This marked the final symbolic act in the 
passing of the academic torch from Yadkin to High Point. By that 
time, Methodist Protestants had already healed the schism with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church created almost a hundred and sixty 
years earlier. Their struggle for Christian higher education in North 
Carolina during their first century of existence, however, had proven 
to have a much more lasting effect than their decision to leave the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. Yadkin College, during nearly seven 
decades of work, had provided a substantial group of trained minis
ters, teachers, and other community leaders. More importantly, the 
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Methodist Protestants had made the difficult decision to abandon 
their unsuccessful original effort, which was founded on cherished 
principles regarding the proper environment for Christian education, 
and to embark on a bold new experiment. The ensuing decades 
would prove them right. 
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Chapter Two 

A Solid Foundation 

The committee on buildings and grounds for High Point College, 
chaired by Joseph F. McCulloch, published a prospectus in the sum
mer of 1922 declaring that "the hopes of more than a quarter of a 
century are being realized." This tract contained a brief list of goals 
penned by McCulloch, who was watching his campaign finally come 
to fruition. He wrote that the College would play an important role 
for the Methodist Protestant Church in North Carolina because it 
would "bear more effective testimony to Christianity" while it pre
pared "young people for the highest usefulness." By promoting the 
traditional goals of Christian higher education, the College would fa
cilitate "Christ's program for the betterment of our world." 1 The man 
selected to serve as president of the College was Robert M. Andrews, 
a longtime ally of McCulloch in his efforts to establish a Methodist 
Protestant institution of higher education in North Carolina. Al
though the fiscal problems of the fledgling institution forced modifi
cation of early proposals and even compelled Andrews to resign, a 
solid foundation was laid in curricula and faculty for the survival and 
later expansion of the College. 

The primary obstacle to opening a Methodist Protestant college 
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at High Point was money. A fund-raising committee chaired by An
drews canvassed the state, and appeals were published in the 
Methodist Protestant Herald. By the fall of 1921, about $120,000 
had been raised. Andrews as the president of the North Carolina An
nual Conference reported this progress, which prompted the creation 
of a committee on buildings and grounds that included many of the 
fundraisers. The members of this committee became the official 
board of trustees for the new college in October 1922. Andrews, who 
completed his five-year-term as the president of the Annual Confer
ence that year, was elected chair; among the other trustees were Mc
Culloch, J. Norman Wills, and F. R. Harris, who were all originally 
trustees for John C. Roberts' bequest, as well as George W. Holmes, 
the former president of Yadkin College; Yadkin alumnus John D. 
Williams; J. T. Burrus, chair of the fund drive in High Point; and 
Clifton L. Whitaker, who like Andrews had been a fundraiser for the 
college campaign for more than a decade. 2 

In an effort to stimulate contributions, Wills promised that if the 
fund-raising campaign secured pledges of $300,000, apart from that 
provided by the city of High Point, for a physical plant and operating 
expenses by 1922, he would donate $100,000 in stock certificates for 
Odell Hardware Company to a permanent endowment fund. Fund
raising for a college had been underway since 1901, but Andrews in
tensified his efforts in an attempt to reach the goal set by Wills. Quite 
a few people did pledge their support; some even contributed old 
Liberty bonds they had bought during World War I. Wills extended 
his deadline to assist the college fund raisers, but his goal was not 
reached. Pledges totaled less than $150,000, exclusive of High 
Point's contribution, by the time that the campaign closed in the 
summer of 1924. Wills apparently intended to carry out his promise 
in spite of the shortfall, but financial setbacks prevented him from 
doing so. He was not the only one whose fiscal setbacks undermined 
the college campaign: Andrews noted during August 1924 that only 
about $100,000 of the amount pledged had been paid. He pled with 
donors through an appeal in the Methodist Protestant Herald, "Bor
row if need be, but by all means pay your subscriptions."3 
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Ironically, the trustees violated their own promises by borrowing 
money. In their 1922 prospectus they, recalling the difficulties of 
Yadkin College, had optimistically pledged not to borrow for con
struction or ordinary operations. Costs, however, quickly exceeded 
revenue. Every issue of the Methodist Protestant Herald contained 
pleas for donations, and contributions to the College Building Fund 
ranged from fifty cents to several hundred dollars apiece, but the to
tal capital debt in the fall of 1924 exceeded $273,000. The largest 
part of that was a loan from the Jefferson Standard Insurance Corpo
ration to the trustees in the summer of 1924, as their fund-raising 
campaign came to a close. There was no interest on this loan, but the 
trustees agreed to take a term insurance policy of $150,000 from the 
company. At the end of ten years the college would receive this 
$150,000 to retire the debt, but someone had to pay the premiums. 
The trustees organized a campaign to get 300 people to pay $50 an
nually in premiums, but this proved fruitless, leaving them with a 
burdensome debt. As Wills admitted, "It is to be regretted that it has 
been found necessary to incur such a heavy indebtedness," but other
wise the college could not open. 4 

Unfortunately, lack of income continued to be a crippling prob
lem for the remainder of Andrews' term as president. Revenues never 
matched the costs of operation, and there was certainly no excess for 
the retirement of the initial debt. Part of the problem was non
payment of pledges. Shortly before the college opened for the first 
time in September 1924, the Methodist Protestant Herald reported 
that three High Point civic organizations-the Civitans, Kiwanis, and 
Rotary-had offered to collect unpaid pledges for the College. In the 
spring of 1925, though, a large amount was still uncollected, and the 
High Point Enterprise noted on New Years Day, 1926, that the situa
tion had not yet been resolved. Too, fees and tuition were intended to 
be a principal source of support, but the trustees held these down to 
about $400 per year until after World War II, trying to make the col
lege accessible to more people. At the same time, fees and tutition 
were reduced or eliminated for all students who intended to be minis
ters or missionaries or who were the children of ministers, thus fur-
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ther reducing possible revenues substantially. Twenty-six of the 212 
regular students enrolled during the fall of 1926, for example, fell in 
these two categories. 5 

Financial matters quickly became critical for the new college. At 
the close of the first academic year, Andrews as president of the insti
tution reported a deficit of $18,000 and admitted that the faculty had 
not been paid for their last month of service. The North Carolina An
nual Conference of the Methodist Protestant Church convened at 
High Point during June 1925 to discuss the situation. A committee 
recommended a campaign to raise $50,000; this resulted in an imme
diate pledge for a loan of $5,000, while fifty of those present also en
dorsed a note for $50,000 to be presented as partial payment on the 
capital debt. The key to the fund drive was an assessment on the 
member churches of the Annual Conference, but this failed to gener
ate the anticipated revenue, setting an ominous pattern. By the end of 
the spring semester in 1927, when Andrews reported a deficit of 
more than $14,000 for the year (the third year in a row for the col
lege), donations had dwindled to only a few contributions each 
month. Two years later Andrews complained that the previous year's 
assessment on member churches had produced only $3,300 to pay a 
deficit of almost $11,400 from the 1927-1928 academic year.6 

The North Carolina Annual Conference could do little to allevi
ate the situation because its members were mostly farmers struggling 
with an agricultural depression that afflicted them several years be
fore the Great Depression struck American industry, while the na
tional organization barred them from soliciting funds outside of the 
state. For example, to settle the college debt of nearly $11,400 in 
1928, the Board of Education of the North Carolina Annual Confer
ence could give only a paltry $5,000. When Andrews protested, the 
Board pledged to organize a fundraiser to generate $10,000 annually, 
but the yearly income actually amounted to just half of that figure. 
When the college trustees initiated their own campaign during the 
summer of 1929 to collect $50,000 to pay the short-term debt of their 
college, their drive failed due to a lack of support from member 
churches, raising the question of whether the college should close be-
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cause it could not meet its obligations. Some relief came when Mc
Culloch' s publishing house in Greensboro was sold in 1929 for 
$82,500 and the proceeds were applied to the capital debt of the 
school, but the latter still totaled nearly $370,000 in the fall of 
1930.7 

Because they had little financial support, the trustees at times 
were reduced to negotiating their debts. As early as March 1925 they 
approved a proposal by Wills to organize a delegation to discuss 
lower rates for water and power with the city of High Point. Three 
years later they sent a committee to appeal to the city for the cancel
lation of the college's utility bill, which was at least $1,500 in ar
rears, and to ask that both water and electricity be provided free of 
charge or for a reduced price in the future. The city council of High 
Point during October 1928 voted to give the college an allowance of 
fifty dollars a month until the institution was self-sufficient. This 
hardly reduced the operating debt of the school, which according to 
Wills had grown to approximately $58,000 by the fall of 1930.8 

The struggle to raise money did not prevent the development of a 
physical plant for the college. The committee on buildings and 
grounds organized in March 1922 with McCulloch as chairman and 
Andrews as secretary; Wills also served but held no office. On March 
7, architect R. E. Mitchell of Washington, DC, presented plans for an 
academic building, two dormitories, library, chapel, and president's 
home. These were quickly accepted. Assisted by architect Herbert B. 
Hunter of Burlington, Mitchell selected the English Renaissance 
style, better known as colonial, because it was "not only the most 
economical and practical, but [the] best adapted to our environment." 
The interior design was influenced by Professor George D. Strayer of 
Teacher's College at Columbia University, whom the trustees hired 
to supervise all academic preparations. Andrews presided over the 
ground breaking for the academic building on April 20, 1922. It was 
"cold and cloudy and disagreeable," but Jamestown and High Point 
schoolchildren, as well as the Elks Club band, led a parade to the 
campus, where Thomas H. Lewis, a noted Methodist Protestant 
scholar, spoke from the bed of a pickup truck. A larger crowd at-
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tended the laying of a cornerstone on June 29, 1922, when better 
weather permitted longer speeches by attending dignitaries and An
drews, who again presided. 9 

Fiscal restrictions quickly forced a modification of the original 
plans for the campus. Due to the shortfall in their campaign to raise 
$300,000, the trustees, during a joint meeting in February 1923 with 
the Board of Education of the North Carolina Annual Conference, 
decided to complete only the academic building and dormitories. The 
academic building itself was reduced in scope. Plans for a wing on 
either side and an auditorium on the rear had to be cancelled. Despite 
these changes, the academic building as it was finished in December 
1923 had everything that comprised the college except residences: 
offices, classrooms, laboratories, bookstore, library, kitchen, dining 
room, and a small auditorium that served also as a chapel. Many of 
the furnishings, including chairs for the auditorium, had been pro
vided as donations, while the bell in the tower had hung in the Guil
ford County courthouse until it was demolished and replaced by the 
Jefferson Standard Building. Despite the changes in plans and the 
many gifts, the building still cost more than $120,000. The proud but 
struggling trustees named it in memory of Roberts, whose bequest of 
$10,000 still provided some support through its payment of some 
costs for the training of young Methodist Protestant ministers. 10 

The dormitories were not yet complete when the college opened 
in September 1924. This was a tremendous problem because it rained 
on opening day and for three weeks thereafter, turning the campus 
into a sea of mud that the students crossed by walking on planks. The 
girls' dormitory, known as Woman's Hall in honor of the many pas
tor's wives in the Annual Conference, had no screens on the win
dows or locks on the doors, and the rooms were cold because the 
heating plant, which had been built across campus, had not yet been 
connected to it. The residents dressed in front of a fireplace in the 
lobby, then ran to their rooms. The boys were in worse shape; their 
dormitory, named in honor of McCulloch upon a motion by Andrews 
and a unanimous vote of the trustees, had no roof so they boarded 
with families in town. They moved in after electricity and water were 
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provided and a roof was installed over one section of the dormitory. 
When the first two floors of each dormitory were completed during 
the first semester, Woman's Hall housed 120 residents, clustered four 
to a suite, while McCulloch held about 200 male students, assigned 
two to a room. The third floors of the dormitories were not com
pleted until after Andrews resigned, despite his repeated requests to 
the trustees. 11 

Other than the completion of the dormitories, the campus 
changed little during the remainder of Andrews' presidency except 
for a few key donations. The bookstore was moved in 1925 to a 
small frame building, constructed and operated by J. P. Boylin, a 
Wake Forest alumnus who served as athletic director and coach for 
the college. Because the trustees did not provide a president's home, 
Andrews built his own, though he hoped the college would take it 
over and reimburse him after they paid for the original three build
ings. A professional landscaper, Robert B. Cridland of Philadelphia, 
designed the grounds, but his efforts did not bear fruit. For several 
years the campus remained an expanse of clay in which grass refused 
to grow, while a lone sweet gum tree graced the front campus. M. 
Louise Adams, a Methodist Protestant student who later joined the 
faculty, recalled that peas were planted as ground cover. Most of the 
improvements to the grounds were gifts: the city paved the driveway 
during 1924, sidewalks were laid along Montlieu and on campus by 
the city and four civic organizations in the fall of 1927 and the spring 
of 1928, the Class of 1928 sponsored the building of a gateway of 
brick facing Montlieu, and the Class of 1929 paid for a fountain. 12 

While the trustees wrestled with finances and tried to develop a 
physical plant, they also had to provide for a curriculum. The first 
decision was the employment of a proper president to guide the de
velopment of an academic program. The obvious choice among the 
trustees was Andrews, their chair and the former president of the 
North Carolina Annual Conference, as well as an effective promoter 
of the college. They hesitated to appoint him, however, because he 
had never earned a graduate degree, though he attended Yale Divin
ity School and had an honorary doctor of divinity from Adrian Col-
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lege, McCulloch's alma mater. Instead, the trustees first approached 
Charles E. Forlines, a professor of theology at Westminster Theologi
cal Seminary who like Andrews was an alumnus of Yadkin. Forlines 
declined, so the trustees in December 1923 empowered Andrews, as 
"Chairman of the Board of Trustees, and Vice-President and Trea
surer of the College," to proceed with all arrangements for opening. 
Andrews became the official president during July 1924, whereupon 
he resigned as chair of the trustees, though he remained on the board. 
High Point College became the temporary name of the new institu
tion; Andrews later moved that the name be permanently adopted, 
and his motion passed. 13 

Because Andrews had little experience in education, the trustees 
employed Professor Strayer of the Teacher's College at Columbia 
University to design a curriculum. At the same time, Andrews hired 
Percy E. Lindley, a Methodist Protestant minister from Alamance 
County who held a bachelor's degree from Elon College-where he 
received support from Roberts' bequest-and a master's degree from 
Vanderbilt University, to be dean of the College. Lindley had some 
college teaching experience, but he also proved valuable in other 
ways. He was a popular speaker, especially on topics related to reli
gion and values. He preached almost every Sunday and served occa
sionally as a temporary pastor for local Methodist Protestant 
churches. He wrote often for the Methodist Protestant Herald; in 
1928 Western Maryland College awarded him an honorary doctor of 
letters in recognition of his activism on behalf of Methodist Protes
tant education. Lindley remained dean of the College until 1939 
when he became the dean of students, a position he held until he re
linquished it in 1950, when he also stepped down as chair of the De
partment of Religious Education, though he continued to teach until 
his death in 1952. 14 

The trustees made their directives for a curriculum clear: "It is 
not intended that the College should be narrow. There is to be no offen
sive sectarian teaching." The goal, as always, remained Christian ed
ucation, but "development of the student should be symmetrical . . . 
physically, intellectually, and spiritually." The curriculum focused on 
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one degree, the bachelor of arts, but ten majors were originally of
fered: biology/chemistry, education, English, history, home econom
ics, Latin/Greek, mathematics/physics, French/German/Spanish, reli
gious education, and pre-medicine. Students had to complete 124 
hours of courses, which included a common curriculum of 46 hours 
for all majors, in order to graduate. Those who did not have a high 
school degree could take classes in the Preparatory Department, 
which remained open only for the first two years that the College op
erated. Clifton L. Whitaker, an original fundraiser and trustee whose 
wife served as matron of Woman's Hall and supervisor of the dining 
hall for many years, directed the Preparatory Department and also 
served as librarian until his death in February 1926.15 

From the beginning, faculty such as Whitaker and Lindley ad
vised students on their coursework. High Point College had fourteen 
full-time faculty members when it opened in September 1924 to 
teach the curriculum designed by Andrews, Strayer, and Lindley. 
Twenty-three full-time members of the faculty, including the first 
who held an earned doctoral degree, taught at the College in the 
spring of 1930, when Andrews announced his resignation. The addi
tion of new faculty, many of whom had earned significant creden
tials, facilitated development of a more diverse curriculum by allow
ing the addition of areas that could not be provided when the College 
first opened. At the same time, many of the original faculty upgraded 
their educations while teaching at High Point, further enhancing the 
credibility of the academic program. 

In science, J. Harley Mourane, who held bachelor's and master's 
degrees from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, orga
nized the Department of Chemistry. He was joined in 1929 by Ed
mund 0. Cummings, a High Point native with a doctoral degree from 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Cummings later left his 
business-the manufacture of storage batteries-and chaired the De
partment of_ Chemistry until 1964, though he stayed on the faculty 
another four years. Cummings worked closely with local industry, 
focusing on topics such as paint chemistry that were of interest to 
furniture manufacturers. Pre-medicine was dropped after the first 
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year, but Jerry D. Hardy came in 1925 to teach biology. After he re
signed in the fall of 1928, Ruth D. Henley, director of physical edu
cation, taught biology for two years, though in 1929 Benjamin H. 
Hill, who had bachelor's and master's degrees from Texas Christian 
University in his native state, became a professor of biology. Hill 
stayed until 1932, when he accepted a post at New York Univer
sity after completing a doctoral degree at the University of Illinois 
and marrying fellow High Point faculty member Mabel Williams, 
the daughter of trustee John D. Williams. The Hills returned in 1937; 
he taught biology until 1963, while she often conducted English 
classes. 16 

E. Vera Idol, a High Point native who had already taught in four 
states, organized the Department of English. She held three under
graduate degrees-from Greensboro College, George Peabody Col
lege, and Columbia University-upon her arrival in 1924, and she 
earned a master's degree from Columbia University in 1927. In addi
tion to traditional literary forms, she taught classes on folk literature, 
including poems by African-American writers. In the fall of 1926 she 
sponsored the organization of the Dramatic Club, which was mod
eled after the Carolina Playmakers at the University of North Car
olina at Chapel Hill. This tradition of staging plays quickly devel
oped into another academic department. Mary Todd, who had 
experience in teaching both speech and drama, joined the faculty in 
1927 as a professor of physical education and chair of the Depart
ment of Expression; she left after a year, but Lucile P. Owsley took 
her place. For her many contributions during five decades of service, 
Idol received an honorary doctor of literature from High Point Col
lege in 1974. 17 

Idol was assisted by a diverse supporting cast in the Department 
of English. Mabel Williams, who had a bachelor's degree from 
Salem College and later earned a master's degree from Columbia 
University, taught both English and Latin before she left High Point 
in 1932 after marrying Hill of the Department of Biology. Williams 
thus worked part of her time with Alice P. White, a Phi Beta Kappa 
graduate of Boston University and Columbia University who began 
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chairing the Department of Latin and Greek in 1924. C. B. Houck, a 
professor of English for only one year from 1925 to 1926, also 
served as registrar and initiated the first student publication at High 
Point College, the Torch, in his journalism course. Talmage C. John
son, who replaced Houck, reorganized the student publishing effort 
into two projects, a newspaper that was christened the Hi-Po upon 
Idol's advice and a yearbook known as the Zenith. Johnson also 
served a year as librarian, three years as dean of men, and as an or
dained Baptist minister occasionally pastored local churches on a 
temporary basis. He greatly enjoyed teaching philosophy as well as 
his specialty, journalism; in 1928 he organized a Department of Psy
chology and Philosophy, removing both subjects from the Depart
ment of Education. 18 

Mary E. Young was another member of the original faculty who 
played several roles for the College. She had bachelor's degrees from 
Salem College, where she was captain of the basketball team, and 
from Woman's College in Greensboro (later the University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro), and she earned a master's degree from 
Teacher's College at Columbia University. For High Point College, 
she served as dean of women for the first decade, and also taught 
courses in history and mathematics. The first chair of the Department 
of History, though, was Paul S. Kennett, a beneficiary of the Roberts 
bequest at Westminster Theological Seminary who previously taught 
history at Elon College: Kennett, who referred to his field as social 
science, received an honorary doctor of letters from McCulloch's 
alma mater, Adrian College, in 1928; just two years later he began a 
six-year term as registrar. McCulloch taught mathematics for the 
College in its first year, but Walter F. Mccanless directed the Depart
ment of Mathematics from 1925 until his departure in 1932. 19 

J. Hobart Allred, a Randolph County native who held a bache
lor's degree from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 
was brought by Andrews to High Point from Weaver College, where 
he had taught for a year, to organize the Department of Romance 
I:-anguages, which later became known as Modem Foreign Lan
guages. A diverse scholar who taught French, Spanish and German, 
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Allred later earned a master's degree at Chapel Hill and studied in 
Mexico. He replaced Lindley as dean of students in 1950, then re
tired in 1965 but continued to teach night classes. In 197 4, he re
ceived an honorary doctor of humanities from the College. Nathaniel 
P. Yarborough joined Allred in 1925; he had been interviewed by An
drews a year earlier, but was not hired until the President decided an
other language teacher was needed. Yarborough taught French, but 
focused primarily on German. He already had a bachelor's degree 
from Wofford College; in 1927 he earned a master's degree from the 
University of South Carolina. Upon his arrival, he learned that he 
had been appointed dean of men. He remained in this position for 
just one year, but he succeeded Kennett as registrar in 1936 and 
served until 1968. Like Allred, he received an honorary doctor of hu
manities from the College in 1974.20 

The College trustees during the fall of 1926 recommended that a 
Department of Education, separate from Lindley's Department of 
Religious Education, be created. Clifford R. Hinshaw became the 
first education professor in 1927 after a term as superintendent of 
schools for North Carolina. A native of Randolph County, he had a 
bachelor's from Guilford College and two master's degrees from the 
University of North Carolina and Columbia University. Hinshaw 
soon expanded the curriculum even further. He organized the Sum
mer School in 1928 and served as its director until he retired as dean 
of instruction in 1955. It initially offered a single six-week term, but 
this was increased to two after just a few years due to high enroll
ment. He also directed the Extension Division (for teachers) from 
1930 until his retirement, and he established the Evening College in 
1960 and directed it until 1967. Active in promoting Christian educa
tion, he served for a time as the secretary-treasurer of the Methodist 
Protestant Board of Education for North Carolina. Western Maryland 
College gave him a doctor of literature in 1932. 21 

The efforts of the High Point College faculty were recognized in 
1926 when the North Carolina State Board of Education gave the 
school a temporary rating of A-1. This allowed the transfer of its 
credits to other institutions in the state and guaranteed its graduates 
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would receive A grade teaching certificates. This rating was to be
come permanent if the school obtained a secure annual income of at 
least $25,000. This figure had been a topic of concern for the trustees 
since the opening of the College, and they often discussed how to es
tablish an endowment. In response to the provisional accreditation 
given by the state, the Board of Education of the North Carolina An
nual Conference guaranteed the required income for the College. 
Consequently, in 1927 the state Board awarded a permanent A 
rating.22 

Immediately after the reception of permanent state accreditation, 
some changes were made in the curriculum. Among these was the 
elimination of the bachelor of music. Students could still major in 
music, but they received a bachelor of arts at graduation. Novella 
McIntyre and Dan W. Smith taught music when the College opened, 
but the latter left in 1927 and the former departed the following year. 
It proved difficult to retain music faculty; while Margaret Sloan 
served as an instructor from 1929 to 1936, Ernest B. Stimson taught 
for only two years, from 1928 to 1930, and Dorothy St. Clair did the 
same, from 1928 to 1930. Change also came in home economics. 
While Helen Robertson taught for the first year and was succeeded 
by Madeline B. Street, some courses through the spring of 1927 were 
taught by Lindley's wife, who was also the College dietician. This 
was discontinued after accreditation. Too, in 1927 Mrs. Charles W. 
Mosely was employed to teach art. She was replaced the next year by 
Bonnie Enoch, who conducted art classes at High Point College from 
1928 to 1936 but also taught art at Greensboro College from 1924 to 
1930. 

One of the most important post-accreditation innovations was the 
initiation of a business curriculum. Inquiries concerning such courses 
were frequent during the College's first years. Stanley Pugh arrived 
in the fall of 1927 and organized a one-year program entitled "Com
merce," which consisted entirely of bookkeeping and secretarial 
classes. A four-year course designed to prepare students to teach 
b_usiness, the first of its kind in the state, was first offered in the fall 
of 1928 as an alternative to the one-year curriculum. Graduates re-
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ceived the new bachelor of science degree, which was awarded as 
well to those who completed the coursework in biology, chemistry, 
music, and home economics beginning in 1928. Gladys Barrett 
joined the faculty for the 1928-1929 year to assist Pugh with his pro
gram; after she left, Roy H. Gunn took her place and remained 
through the end of World War II, serving also as bursar. Pugh himself 
advanced rapidly from instructor in 1927 to professor in 1930, and 
served for a time as registrar. 23 

A less successful post-accreditation innovation was the attempt 
to require a thesis · for graduation. Beginning in the fall of 1927, all 
applicants for a degree had to submit a typed paper of substantial 
length in order to graduate. This requirement, for which participating 
in a debate or writing a referred article could be substituted, proved 
to be short-lived. A committee of investigation, organized from 
among the faculty, reported in the spring of 1930 that local colleges 
such as Wake Forest, Davidson and Lenoir-Rhyne required no thesis 
for graduation. Questions had arisen about library resources at High 
Point College. The state Board of Education had required a mini
mum of 8,000 volumes for accreditation, and the librarians of the 
College-Whitaker, Johnson, Mary L. McDearman, and Floyd R. 
Garrett-had worked hard to achieve that goal. Even with the transfer 
of the library from Yadkin, the minimal standards were barely met 
by 1927. Faced with a lack of scholarly resources and realizing that 
finances offered little hope for change, the faculty dropped the thes
is in the spring of 1930. Andrews' successor, Gideon I. Humphreys, 
revived the idea at a faculty meeting in 1933 and a committee was 
appointed to consider the matter, but this initiative died.24 

The trustees estimated that there were more than a hundred boys 
and girls of the age of sixteen or less in each of the more than 200 
Methodist Protestant churches and Sunday schools in North Car
olina. They therefore expected that substantial numbers of students 
would enroll at High Point College, which was accessible by road 
and rail. The College officially opened on September 14, 1924, but 
registration took place on September 15 and 16, and classes did not 
convene until September 17. Initial enrollments did not meet ex pee-
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tations, but the numbers provided some hope for a better future. The 
College during its first fall enrolled 114 regular students and 19 spe
cial students (remedial enrollees or those who attended only music or 
art classes). By the fall of 1927, the number of regular students had 
more than doubled, to 271, while the addition of the one-year course 
in commerce had swelled the ranks of the special students to 73. An 
agricultural depression that struck many Southern farmers in the late 
1920s subsequently cut the enrollment at High Point College in 
every curricula; it was 1937 before enrollments for regular semesters 
exceeded the peak of ten years earlier, though summer school num
bers recovered their original levels by 1934.25 

The demography of the students at the College during the early 
years provided few surprises. Andrews reported in May 1926 that 
100 of the 208 students at the College during the past year were 
Methodist Protestants; over half of the remainder were Methodists or 
Baptists, though eleven denominations in all were represented within 
the student body. The great majority of students who attended High 
Point College during Andrew's tenure as president were North Car
olinians (natives of High Point comprised a large proportion of the 
student body through the 1950s), but the number of out-of-state stu
dents did increase significantly. When the College opened in 1924, 
only four non residents of North Carolina attended. This figure 
jumped to 19 the next year, then to 46 by 1927. A substantial number 
of out-of-state students enrolled in the commerce program during the 
latter year, including the first foreign student to attend High Point 
College: Reinaldo Gonzalez of Cuba, who registered in the fall of 
1927 at the age of sixteen after completing a preparatory course at a 
school in Georgia. 26 

A substantial number of regular students completed their degrees 
during Andrews' presidency. On May 19, 1927, the first degrees, 
twelve bachelors of arts and one bachelor of music, were awarded. 
The first degree recipients had transferred to High Point from other 
schools in 1924 as sophomores. In May 1928, the number of bache
lor of arts degrees more than tripled, to 38, and 6 bachelor of science 
degrees were given. After a slight slump, President Andrews signed 

31 



REMEMBERED BE THY BLESSINGS 

56 degrees during his last year in office; nine received bachelor of 
science degrees while the remainder earned bachelor of arts degrees. 
At the same time, Andrews awarded the first honorary degrees given 
by High Point College. Doctor of divinity degrees were given in 
1930 to Herman T. Stephens and Samuel W. Taylor-the latter a 
trustee and alumnus of Yadkin Collegiate Institute. 27 

President Andrews and trustees McCulloch, Wills, and Taylor 
were among the 28 North Carolina delegates who proudly attended 
the centennial general conference of the Methodist Protestant Church 
in 1928 at Baltimore. The High Point College delegation had many 
reasons to be proud-they had built a college, organized a sound cur
riculum, hired a faculty, and awarded their first degrees, all in just six 
short years. However, their accomplishments could not mask the un
derlying financial insecurity of the institution. When faculty peti
tioned for salaries they had never received in October 1929, Andrews 
could only explain that he had no control over fiscal matters. A com
mittee was appointed to present the petition to the trustees, who like 
the President could offer no satisfactory response. Frustrated, An
drews surprised the College community by offering his resignation in 
March 1930, effective at the end of the summer. The trustees reluc
tantly accepted his resignation while praising him for his achieve
ments. Andrews did not abandon the College; he remained a trustee 
until 1936 and served once more as president of the Annual Confer
ence. 28 He had provided a solid foundation; now he left finance prob
lems to a successor, in whose guidance he would actively participate. 
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Great Depression 
and Resurrection 

Fewer than half of the thirty-eight Methodist universities and col
leges founded between 1900 and 1976, when the Church conducted a 
survey, were still open in the latter year; many fell victim to fiscal 
problems. High Point College nearly became one of those that did 
not survive. During the fall of 1933, Dean William H. Wannamaker 
of Duke University wrote to a correspondent whose son had applied 
for a faculty position at High Point that "I should advise him not to 
go" because the College's "financial status is quite shaky." He added, 
"I wish it might succeed; and it may do so if it can pull through the 
present period of depression." The responsibility for avoiding finan
cial disaster fell to Gideon I. Humphreys, who arrived in the summer 
of 1930 to succeed Robert M. Andrews as president of the College. 
Humphreys not only kept the school open, he and the trustees also 
established an endowment, expanded the physical plant, and super
·vised substantial growth in both curricula and faculty, primarily in 
response to a postwar increase in student enrollment. Humphreys 
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failed to win national accreditation, though, and his effort enhanced 
existing conflicts and led to his departure in 1949, a year before he 
had planned to step down as president. 1 

A committee of five, chaired by trustee Samuel W. Taylor, chose 
Humphreys to succeed Andrews. A Methodist Protestant minister, 
Humphreys held bachelor's and master's degrees and an honorary 
doctor of divinity from Western Maryland College, as well as a the
ology degree from Westminster Theological Seminary. At the time he 
was chosen, he was the pastor of the largest church in the Maryland 
Annual Conference, of which he had already been president. He also 
had been president of the national Board of Education for the 
Methodist Protestant Church since 1924, and he preached the sermon 
at the centennial conference of the Methodist Protestant Church in 
1928 at Baltimore. He received a second honorary degree from West
ern Maryland, a doctor of letters, in 1936. Three years later he and 
Arnold Koonce, who later became a trustee of the College, repre
sented High Point at the conference during which the Methodist 
Episcopal Church; Methodist Episcopal Church, South; and Meth
odist Protestant Church united to become the Methodist Church. 
The assembled delegates came within a few votes of electing Hum
phreys as a bishop, but he returned to High Point for another decade 
as president. 2 

Humphreys expected financial hardship at High Point, but the 
situation when he took office was dismaying. The capital debt to
taled $270,000, while the debt for current expenses was about 
$80,000. Too, the North Carolina Annual Conference could not pro
vide much support. In November 1929 they had pledged to give 
$20,000 each year to the College for five years, but this proved im
possible. While Humphreys struggled with a drop in revenue due to .a 
decline in enrollment, support from the Conference for 1930-1931 
also fell to about $1,776, or less than half of the least amount previ
ously given in the College's history. The next year, Conference con
tributions rallied slightly to $1,799, but during the 1932-1933 aca
demic year their support dwindled to $375. In the summer of 1930 it 
appeared that the College might close but, after extended negotia-
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tions, Charles L. Amos of the High Point branch of the North Car
olina Bank and Trust Company, a future trustee of the College, se
cured a loan of $10,000. This allowed Humphreys to make a "token 
payment" on salaries and provided some "ready cash." Together with 
a reduction in operating expenses that included an across-the-board 
pay cut for both the faculty and Humphreys, the College was able to 
open that September. 3 

Continued fiscal distress led to imaginative efforts at relief. In 
1931 the Jefferson Standard Insurance Company freed $150,000 in 
bonds that it held as collateral on the loan it had provided to the Col
lege in 1924. The company and the College were to sell these bonds 
and share the proceeds equally. After speeches by Humphreys and 
Nathaniel M. Harrison, a faculty member who also served as the Col
lege promotional secretary, in November 1931, the North Carolina 
Annual Conference agreed to sell half of the bonds; allegedly 
$10,000 in bonds were sold before the Conference recessed for 
lunch. The Methodist Protestant General Conference promised to sell 
the remaining half of the bonds. High Point residents took the lead in 
the drive: the High Point College Citizens Committee, chaired by 
trustee M. J. Wrenn, pledged to dispose of $75,000 of the bonds, 
while others organized the High Point College 300 Club-300 vol
unteers who would contribute up to $50 each year for an endowment. 
Despite these efforts, the bond sale failed. A few months after the 
Conference adjourned, North Carolina banks began closing. Within 
the state, $37,600 in bonds were sold, including $15,100 in High 
Point. Among the out-of-state buyers was Western Maryland Col
lege, which bought $25,000 in bonds as a gesture of support for their 
embattled alumnus, Humphreys.4 

Financial matters became truly ugly as the Depression continued. 
Faculty salaries were often paid only in part; those who were married 
were first in line, since single faculty lived in the dormitories and ate 
in the dining hall. Secretary Mary E. Young noted that a meeting of 
the faculty executive committee in May 1932 "exploded because 
someone was so unfortunate as to mention money and someone else 
was so unfortunate as to suggest that a teacher should be told that 
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their services would not be required for another year early enough 
for them to be looking for another job before all places were filled." 
Further reductions in salary still lay in the future, and many faculty 
took additional jobs to make ends meet. Humphreys told the Annual 
Conference in the fall of 1933 that the annual budget for faculty 
salaries was $8,750 less than the previous year, which meant that it 
was $17,403 less than the year of his arrival. The bottom line, he re
minded the Conference, was that all salaries were in arrears. 5 

Desperate, Humphreys turned again to the people of High Point. 
He received permission to conduct a fund drive for $50,000 in the 
city during the summer of 1932. The campaign was professionally 
managed by George W. Williams of Pennsylvania and chaired by T. 
Wingate Andrews, the superintendent of the city schools, who was 
assisted by trustees J. T. Burrus and H. Albion Millis. The prospects 
for the campaign were grim because the Depression had crippled 
many industries and new construction had come to a halt. Further
more, the drive was delayed two weeks by a city-wide strike by 
6,000 textile workers. Nevertheless, in August 1932 Andrews an
nounced at a victory dinner in the Sheraton Hotel that more than 
$51,000 had been raised. In fact, that amount included $5,000 from 
the Methodist Protestant Board of Education for North Carolina, 
over $8,400 in concessions on outstanding notes with businesses, and 
a surrender of $5,000 in unpaid salaries by the College faculty.6 

The funding victory in the summer of 1932 provided only tem
porary relief. When levies were placed on College property, restrain
ing orders from sympathetic judges had little effect. For example, a 
football game between High Point College and Presbyterian College 
was played in the fall of 1932 at Winston-Salem to attract more pay
ing spectators, but most of the gate receipts were confiscated by the 
sheriff for a sports equipment company whose account with High 
Point College was unpaid. By the fall of 1933 the College's capital 
debt totaled $318,374.72, an increase of nearly $9,000 in one year. 
Eager to attract students during this crisis, the College allowed 200 
rural students who lived in the dormitories to pay half of their ex-
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penses with farm products. Receiving stations were established in 
different areas of the state for an agent to receive goods.7 

Barter did not pay outstanding bills, both current and past due. 
The ultimate blow came in the fall of 1933. The North Carolina 
Commissioner of Banks, Gurney P. Hood, filed a suit for the North 
Carolina Bank and Trust Company against the College and the North 
Carolina Board of Education of the Methodist Protestant Church. 
This demand totaled more than $60,000; another for $5,000 was 
added in the spring of 1934. On the advice of a judge, Humphreys 
voluntarily filed for bankruptcy, naming Howard L. Spessard, the 
chair of the Department of Business, as trustee for the action. "High 
Point College, Incorporated"-created in 1927 to operate the school 
under a lease from the Board of Education-ceased to exist on June 
15, 1934, and the school's assets and lease became the responsibility 
of the new "Tustees of High Point College, Incorporated." Of 
twenty-seven trustees who took office on June 15, 1934, fifteen had 
served on the old board, which voluntarily dissolved. That fall, after 
completing his master's degree at the University of Michigan, Spes
sard ceased to be the dean of men, an office that was discontinued at 
that time, and became the business manager of the College. He 
stayed until 1936, when he accepted a position with a mortgage com
pany in Atlanta. 8 

Bankruptcy and reorganization enabled the College to establish a 
firm financial foundation. After 1934 the school never operated with 
a deficit under President Humphreys; in fact, revenues were enough 
for the timely payment of all current bills and salaries. In November 
1941, on the eve of World War II, Humphreys reported that the debt 
of the College had decreased 42.2 percent since 1930. Much of this 
progress was the work of Millis, chair of the board of trustees since 
its reorganization. Under his guidance, judgments that had been se
cured to compel certain people to pay their unpaid pledges were 
abandoned by the trustees in 1936 as a gesture of goodwill toward 
the community. Partly as a response to such gestures, many outstand
ing notes and bonds were returned to the College as donations. At the 
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same time, an upturn in enrollment and reductions once more in 
costs-reducing the per student expenditure to $252 during the 
1934-1935 academic year, down from $345 in 1930-1931-kept the 
College solvent.9 

Humphreys' salary was restored to its original level in 1937, but 
faculty salaries in arrears were not repaid until 1949, after a con
certed effort to address other persistent financial problems. 
Humphreys declared at the first faculty meeting in the fall of 1940 
that "we must have all of our debt out of the way" by the twentieth 
anniversary of the College. Millis directed a drive to eliminate the 
debt; his brother J. Ed Millis chaired a committee to canvass High 
Point. Students and faculty also participated, the former by trying to 
obtain enough quarters to stretch a mile if laid side-by-side. In Feb
ruary 1945 the trustees reported the debt had been liquidated by con
tributions of more than $144,000 and pledges of more than $14,100. 
One of the last notes to be paid was to Western Maryland College for 
their bond investment; they surrendered $12,000 in interest as a do
nation to High Point. In May 1945, in a paper outlining goals for 
postwar development, Humphreys called for creating a substantial 
endowment. That fall the College had an endowment of $137,218; by 
1951 it had about $517,984 and no long-term debt, an impressive ac
complishment in light of the fact that it had no endowment ten years 
earlier, when Humphreys had initiated the drive to eliminate the 
debt. 10 

The decade of the Great Depression was difficult for High Point 
College, but the physical plant expanded greatly in spite of the finan
cial problems. The first building constructed on campus since the 
College opened was a gymnasium. The Catalog for the 1925-1926 
academic year had noted that such a facility was first on a list of pro
jects and the trustees in the fall of 1927 had appointed a committee to 
investigate their options, but declining income had precluded its con
struction during Andrews' presidency. Promotional Secretary Harri
son secured a donation of thousands of feet of lumber, and work 
began during the spring of 1932 on what was intended to be a 
temporary building. The architect donated his services and the con-
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tractor reduced his charges by twenty-five percent after submitting 
the lowest bid. Holt McPherson of the American Business Club se
cured Board of Welfare funds from the city to employ laborers, and 
these were aided by others paid with federal relief funds and by vol
unteers, especially students. Work proceeded rapidly thanks to addi
tional gifts of materials and professional services, and the gymna
sium was dedicated on February 16, 1933, with a victory by the High 
Point College basketball team over Guilford College. 11 

As originally constructed, the gymnasium, which was named in 
honor of Harrison, was intended to be temporary, so it was little more 
than a basketball court surrounded by nearly 400 seats. However, 
some extensive modifications during the first few years of its opera
tion made the building a more useful, and thus more permanent, fa
cility. A heating system and dressing rooms with showers were in
stalled during the fall of 1934 and the spring of 1935, while the 
basement was finished during the fall of 1936 to provide dressing ar
eas and sleeping quarters for visiting teams. The facility was en
larged and an additional 500 seats were bolted in place during the 
spring of 1938, almost doubling the seating capacity of the original 
facility. 12 

Also completed in 1938 was a stadium, named in honor of the 
chair of the trustees, H. Albion Millis, who donated a substantial sum 
for its construction. The first College bulletin had shown an athletic 
field where one was later built, but work did not begin until 1932. 
That December, workers paid by the Federal Relief Board began 
construction but halted when the government decided that it was not 
a public project. Work resumed in September 1936 after the property 
was deeded to the High Point Board of School Commissioners, who 
contracted with the trustees for cooperative use. The College pro
vided materials and the government supplied labor through the 
Works Progress Administration. The completed facility included a 
football field with lights for night games, a track, and bleachers of 
concrete and steel that seated over 3,000 people. A second field ad
joining the stadium, finished in 1939 after another delay due to a dis
pute with the federal government, provided fields for baseball, ten-
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nis, and soccer, as well as a grandstand for 700 spectators. It was 
later named in honor of John Crowder. The American Business Club 
of High Point raised the funds to build a field house in 194 7; part of 
the money came from the proceeds of a football game between High 
·Point College and the junior varsity of the University of North Car
olina.13 

The original plans for the campus included a library, but early 
considerations for completing this had been abandoned. Louise C. 
Wrenn announced at graduation in 1935 that she would fund the 
building of a free-standing library as a memorial to her husband 
M. J. Wrenn, a trustee who died in February 1934. She had taken her 
husband's place as a trustee, so her decision, which brought a sus
tained standing ovation, was seen as a declaration of faith that the 
College would survive the Depression and might even be turning the 
comer. It was intended that the new building would be ready for oc
cupancy in a year, but ground breaking did not take place until the 
spring of 1936 and construction actually began the following No
vember. The interior was not yet complete when the M. J. Wrenn Li
brary was dedicated at graduation in 1937, but the handsome three
story brick building, which was built in the same style as Roberts 
Hall, easily held the 11,247 volumes of the College library and pro
vided plenty of room for any anticipated expansion in the immediate 
future. 14 

Construction of the Wrenn Library negated the original plans for 
such a facility to be built behind Roberts Hall, so a student center 
was constructed on the site. Plans were approved for the center in 
June 1941. It was expected that construction would be financed by 
proceeds from the bookstore, which had been moved from its origi
nal site by the building of Harrison Gymnasium and in fact stood on 
the spot where the student center would be, but a loan had to be se
cured to complete the project. Opened in February 1942, the center 
housed a new bookstore and a snack bar in the basement, duplicating 
both functions of the old bookstore as it had been operated by Coach 
J. P. Boylin until 1929 and the bursar, Roy H. Gunn, after his depar-
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ture. Alumni offices and a meeting hall for student use occupied the 
main floor. 15 

In addition to construction projects, purchases greatly expanded 
the College physical plant. In 1930 the trustees bought Andrews' res
idence at 821 West College Drive to serve as an official home for the 
College president. Andrews had not only repeatedly asked them to 
purchase his house, but also to build a practice house for home eco
nomics courses as well. Dean of Women Mary E. Young had offered 
to construct such a building at her own expense in April 1929, but no 
action was taken. A house at 821 Circle Drive was rented as a prac
tice house for awhile, then the program moved into Woman's Hall. 
During 1937 the trustees bought a home at 901 Montlieu for home 
economics, but after the organization of the Methodist Church, the 
former parsonage of the president of the North Carolina Annual Con
ference of the Methodist Protestant Church, located at 909 West Col
lege, was deeded to the College and converted for use by home eco
nomics students. The residence at 901 Montlieu was rented to 
faculty, as was the former home of Paul S. Kennett, who sold his 
house at 911 West College Drive to the College after he retired in 
1942, and the residence at 821 Circle Drive, which was purchased in 
1948.16 

The establishment of the Methodist Church led to a real estate 
windfall for High Point <:;allege. The trustees inherited the physical 
plant of the Methodist Protestant Children's Home on the north side 
of the Greensboro-High Point Road, the only orphanage constructed 
by the Methodist Protestants in North Carolina. The orphans moved 
to the Methodist Children's Home in Winston-Salem and the trustees 
agreed to allow everyone there to attend the College free of charge. 
There were three primary buildings on the property, which was des
ignated as East Campus. On a motion by Harrison, the trustees 
named the main administration building in honor of J. M. Millikan, 
who had served as a trustee for the College and for the Home. A sec
ond edifice was designated as Penny Hall because the Penny broth
ers-:--one of whom, George T. Penny, served as a trustee of 
the College-donated funds to build it. The Benjamin N. Duke cot-
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tage completed the trio of primary structures, but there was also a 
hundred-acre farm with several outbuildings and livestock. 17 

The College provided some agricultural instruction and at
tempted to supply its own dining hall from the farm for a few years, 
but this effort failed and the acreage was sold at auction in 194 7. The 
principal buildings, though, served well through Humphreys' presi
dency. Penny Hall served as a dormitory for male students, who were 
supposed to operate the dairy farm, during World War II while the 
Army Air Corps unit was stationed in McCulloch Hall at the main 
campus. After the war ended, Penny Hall housed female students. 
Millikan Hall originally served as a dormitory for females; in 1945 
the trustees rejected a request from a local church to buy the struc
ture and instead converted it into housing for married veterans, 
which solved the dilemma of where to put these older students. Al
though these quarters were admittedly primitive, the College had to 
avoid the cost of new construction. Duke Cottage was rented to fac
ulty as a residence after the dairy operations were suspended. 18 

Humphreys presided over substantial changes in the curriculum 
as well as the physical plant. When he arrived, students had to com
plete 128 semester hours in order to graduate, of which 54 hours 
comprised a core curriculum. In the fall of 1933 a two-year, 64-hour 
core was implemented. There were thirteen degree programs 
throughout his presidency-Ancient Languages, Biology, Business 
Administration, Chemistry, Chemical Engineering, Education, En
glish, History, Home Economics, Mathematics, Modem Languages, 
Music, and Religious Education-as well as organized curricula in 
pre-engineering, pre-law, pre-medicine, and pre-dentistry. The desig
nations of Cum Laude and Magna Cum Laude were first awarded for 
superior work in 1933. Extension courses for teachers had been con
sidered by the faculty during the first month after the College 
opened, but they were not offered until the fall of 1930, when 
courses in history, French, English, religious education and child 
psychology were begun for those seeking a degree or certification. 
Education professor Clifford R. Hinshaw directed this program as 
well as summer school. After World War II, the College provided re-
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medial courses for veterans who had never finished high school. If 

they did well, they could attend a college of their choice. 19 

Expansion in curricula would not have been possible without a 
substantial increase in the faculty. In 1949, when Humphreys left, 
five of the original faculty still worked for the College. These in
cluded the dean of students, Percy E. Lindley, and his successor, 
J. Hobart Allred; Alice P. White, who served for many years as a li

brarian while also continuing to teach courses in ancient languages, 
religion and English; E. Vera Idol, original chair of the Department 
of English; and J. Harley Mourane, who organized the Department of 
Chemistry and, together with Edmund 0. Cummings, in the fall of 
1930 initiated a degree program in chemical engineering, which was 
a five-year cooperative program of work and study. However, during 
Humphrey's tenure numerous important additions were made. There 
were 23 faculty when he arrived in 1930, among whom was only a 
single earned doctorate, Cummings; when Humphreys departed in 
1949 there were 38 faculty, of which eight had earned a doctorate.20 

The faculty hired by Humphreys comprise an interesting mixture 
of College alumni and those from more prestigious schools. Alumna 
M. Louise Adams got a master's degree at the University of North 
Carolina and taught at Davenport College until the Depression forced 
it to close; she returned in 1933 to High Point, whence she had grad
uated four years earlier. ~- Virgil Yow, who became a coach and di
rector of physical education for men in 1932, had lettered in football, 
baseball and basketball before graduating from High Point in 1930. 
A classmate of Yow, E. C. Glasgow, joined the English faculty · in 
1937. The judge of the High Point juvenile court, Thomas W. Sprin
kle, who earned his law degree at Chapel Hill, taught business law. 
To teach the flood of veterans after World War II, many alumni were 
hired, including Herman E. Coble, the first graduate of the College, 
Clifford R. Hinshaw, Jr., and George W. Holmes, III, grandson of a 
former president of Yadkin College. These alumni, all of whom had 
sound credentials, worked well with faculty from more illustrious 
schools such as 0. Arthur Kirkman, who became an instructor in 
business in 1933. A nephew of M. J. Wrenn, he had taken graduate 
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courses at Oxford University in England. He remained on the faculty 
two years, but served as a trustee until 1938.21 

Faculty acquisitions by Humphreys included a number with 
earned doctorates, especially after World War II when many colleges 
began requiring terminal degrees. Paul R. Bowen, who taught biol
ogy from 1932 to 1937, had a doctorate from Yale University. He de
parted when Benjamin H. Hill returned after completing his doctor
ate at the University of Illinois and teaching at New York University. 
Claiborn R. Hill, who joined the English faculty in 1933, had a doc
toral degree froni Cambridge University in England. Helen R. 
Bartlett, who graduated from the University of Maryland, became the 
first woman with a doctorate at High Point in 1939; Stuart C. Des
kins joined her in the Department of History in 1948. Oliver Sarosi, 
the first faculty member in business to have a doctorate, earned it 
from the Royal Hungarian University in Budapest; he was replaced 
in 1945 with George H. Hobart, who like Deskins was a graduate of 
the University of North Carolina. Howard Carroll, who joined the 
faculty of religion and philosophy in 1946, was supported in his doc
toral studies at Duke University with a fellowship funded by High 
Point trustee Gurney H. Keams. Two graduates of Columbia Univer
sity came in 1947: Amy Clowes in education and David M. Driver in 
modem foreign languages. A. Lincoln Lorenz, a prolific writer with 
two degrees from Harvard University and a doctorate from Stanford 
University, joined the faculty in 1948 as chair of the Department of 
English.22 

Faculty changes parallelled many curricular changes. The year 
that Yow returned, physical education became a requirement for all 
bachelor's degrees. Budget reductions in 1930 included the abolition 
of the Department of Psychology and Philosophy and the return of 
those classes to the Department of Education. This prompted the res
ignation of Talmage C. Johnson. A Department of Sociology was cre
ated in 1933, but the next year both sociology and psychology were 
listed under the Department of Religious Education. With the depar
ture of Stanley Pugh, who accepted a fellowship from the University 
of Cincinnati in 1930, and the arrival of Howard L. Spessard that 
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fall, the Department of Business was established and added a two
year curriculum, the first in the state, to its one- and four-year pro
grams, which continued to attract substantial numbers of students.23 

Some changes in curricula and activities were rather flamboyant. 
In the spring of 1930 the Dramatic Club became the Purple Players; 
two years later they were the Playgivers. Claiborn R. Hill took 
charge of drama in 1933, and the Playgivers were joined by the Lab
oratory Theatre, which staged several more complex plays due to 
Hill's more pedantic approach. For example, the Zenith noted that 
"Aria da Capo" by Edna St. Vincent Millay left the "average student 
... a trifle dazed." In 1934, the Playgivers and the Laboratory The
atre merged; the name Purple Players was revived for a select group 
of twelve, each of whom had to appear in two plays and receive a 
unanimous vote for admission. Walter and Margaret W. Fleischmann 
took over drama in 1939 and organized the Footlights Club or Foot
lighters. In addition to performances on campus, the group staged 
plays elsewhere in High Point and in other towns on behalf of chari
ties. When Walter Fleischmann returned to New York to perform, his 
wife Margaret directed the College programs. Later he went to Cali
fornia, where he starred in a film biography of Rudolph Valentino. 
Elizabeth L. Taylor took charge of drama in 1946 and established the 
Tower Players, named for the Roberts Hall tower, where the Depart
ment of Drama had an of~ ce and workshop. 24 

World War II compelled more disturbing curricular innovations. 
The students of High Point College, like many around the country, 
were reluctant to join the escalating conflict in Europe. An editorial 
in the Hi-Po in the spring of 1936 declared, "we want to keep out of 
war. Why should a few bands, a few jingoists, thrust us into one? 
Let's get some bands of our own, and play a louder tune." Poet Carl 
Sandburg, who opposed entering the war, spoke at the College on 
April 8, 1938, about the conflict. Many College students participated 
in the organization of a local chapter of the American League for 
Peace and Democracy, which was committed to keeping the country 
out_ of the war. As late as May 1940 a columnist in the Hi-Po wrote, 
"War is an economic and a social disease and we cannot afford to 
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meddle with it. ... There is no reason why the United States need 
to go to war at the present time." The attack on Pearl Harbor, how
ever, galvanized sentiment at the College in favor of becoming in
volved in World War II. Classes were reorganized to allow students 
to complete their degree programs a year early, and the one-year 
business curriculum was revived due to war-related demands for 
clerical staff. Within a few months dozens of graduates and ex
students joined the military; 32 died during the war.25 

In fact, preparation for the war at High Point College began long 
before the United States became directly involved. In the fall of 
1939, Benjamin H. Hill began serving as the coordinator of a non
degree program that prepared students (ten at a time) for a private pi
lot's license under the aegis of the Civil Aeronautics Administration. 
Both men and women could attend; the following year enrollment 
doubled when Hill and M. Louise Adams, now chair of the Depart
ment of Mathematics, added classes in meteorology and navigation 
to the flight instruction. This Civilian Pilot Training Program pro
vided five hours of academic credit and, after working with an in
structor at the local airport, a license. After the United States entered 
the war, this modest effort was replaced by an Army Air Corps Train
ing Detachment, but Hill and Adams, both of whom earned pilot's li
censes, continued to offer courses in aeronautics through 1945. Pilot 
trainees were not the only students engaged in preparations for war. 
The College served as an Interceptor Command Observation Post for 
war games conducted by the Army air base in Raleigh during the fall 
of 1941. Male students kept watch in the tower of Roberts Hall and 
reported any sightings of enemy planes. 26 

Entry into the war intensified training efforts at High Point when 
the. College sponsored an air crew program, which combined college 
instruction with military drill. In the fall of 1942, Humphreys spoke 
with the trustees about inviting an air crew training unit to the cam
pus to offset the decline in enrollment due to the enlistment of males 
in the military and the departure of females to accept jobs in busi
ness. A survey in February 1943 approved the College, and the 326th 
College Training Detachment arrived by train on April 5, 1943. They 
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were housed in McCulloch Hall, the third floor of which was fin
ished with federal funds as a barracks. The first detachment departed 
after six weeks but others took their place; by June 1944, 753 cadets 
earned college credit by completing five months of classes taught by 
the High Point College faculty in history, English, science, mathe
matics, first aid, air regulations, and physical education. Among 
those who directed the drills on Boylin Terrace, where Cooke Hall 
was later built, was registrar Nathaniel P. Yarborough, who had been 
a second lieutenant in the Reserve Officer Training Corps at Wofford 
College. The cadets demonstrated their new skills before city offi
cials in Millis Stadium. Of the cadets, 43 died in the war, but many 
of the others returned to complete their degrees. 27 

The assignment of the cadets to High Point College offset a great 
decline in enrollment, similar to that suffered by the school in the 
Depression, but their numbers were overshadowed by the influx of 
veterans after the war. Total enrollment hit a pre-war low of 274 
in 1933-1934, but climbed to 521 by 1941-1942. It fell again to 280 
in 1943-1944, not including the cadet corps, then exploded to 681 in 
1945-1946-which included 132 in remedial courses-and then to 
871 just two years later. Summer school experienced a similar pat
tern: 51 students in 1931, 126 ten years later, then 547 in 1948. Ex
tension courses did not fare as well, growing from 33 enrollees dur
ing Humphreys' first yeat to 171 in 1940-1941, just ten years later, 
then declining to 75 in 1948-1949, Humphrey's last year. The num
ber of degrees granted reflected enrollment changes: 48 were granted 
in Humphreys' first year and 220 in his last, but there was a low of 
26 in 1933-1934. Such fluctuations were typical as Methodist col
leges nationwide struggled to remain open and serve a changing stu
dent body. 28 

The postwar enrollment increase included several interesting de
mographic shifts. Students came primarily from North Carolina 
throughout Humphreys' presidency: 88.3 percent in 1930-1931, his 
first year; 79.5 percent in 1940-1941, ten years later; 95.9 percent in 
1945-1946; and finally 92.9 percent in 1948-1949, his last year as 
president. Most of those from outside of the state came from the 
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Pennsylvania-Delaware-Maryland area before the war, with the 
largest southern contingent from South Carolina, while afterward 
most of the out-of-state students came from Virginia, followed by 
New York, Florida and New Jersey. Almost no students came from 
outside of the United States; one of the few who did was a Jewish 
refugee from Nazi-occupied Austria, Oswald Blatt, who graduated in 
1943. Not surprisingly, men outnumbered women by a ratio of three
to-one during the postwar years of Humphreys' presidency. This im
balance, though reduced to only two-to-one, continued through the 
early 1950s. Finally, the proportion of Methodists within the student 
body dipped from 58.9 percent in 1939, when the school became a 
leader in reunifiying the church, to 47.2 percent in 1949, the first 
time that less than half of the students at the College were Meth
odists. 29 

The flood of students on campus after World War II compelled a 
reorganization of efforts to monitor behavior in the dormitories. In 
1934, the College had discontinued the offices of dean of men and 
dean of women, held by Howard L. Spessard and Mary E. Young re
spectively. Instead, counselors were employed to work with fresh
men, sophomores and juniors of both genders. As the Catalog for 
1935-1936 explained, seniors were given no counselors because they 
were expected to be "responsible individuals." After three years of 
experimentation, Percy E. Lindley's title was changed from dean of 
the college to dean of students, and chaperones, or house mothers as 
they were popularly and officially known, were hired for both resi
dence halls. Following the arrival of the air cadets, the position was 
dropped for McCulloch Hall in 1943; the same was done for 
Woman's Hall the next year. The great number of new students after 
the war forced a return of house mothers, who remained fij-tures on 
campus for decades to come. 30 

Despite successes in combatting the financial ills of the College 
and securing increases in enrollments as well as improvements in the 
physical plant and curricula, Humphreys was unable to achieve a 
cherished goal: accreditation from the Southern Association of Col
leges and Schools. At the same time, his attempts to secure accredita-
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tion forced a resolution of an ongoing conflict and led to his removal 
as president. The reorganization of Methodism in 1939 put High 
Point College under the auspices of the University Senate, which had 
been created in 1892 to coordinate educational efforts by the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. John 0. Gross led the Senate as its 
recording secretary from 1940 to 1948 and executive secretary from 
1948 to 1964. Gross pushed for greater financial support, but he also 
stressed accreditation by both the Senate and regional organizations 
so that Methodist schools would be competitive. A writer for Time 

referred to him as the "man who sparked the renaissance of 
Methodist higher education." Of the eligible Methodist institutions in 
1940, 38 were not accredited; by 1960, only 2 were not.31 

In his address to the first faculty meeting of 1940, Humphreys 
pointed out that unification of the church would bring a revision of 
education administration, and that the University Senate would be 
pressing for national accreditation. He noted that this body would 
want every faculty member to have a "doctor's degree or the equiva
lent thereof," and he admonished his audience to undertake "further 
study and research to meet all requirements before 1944," the twenti
eth anniversary of High Point College. Two representatives of the 
Senate visited the campus in February 1942. One met with the fac
ulty and told them, "the college is going to have to make a great 
many adjustments in the ~mmediate future if it is going to continue to 
exist." Humphreys in the minutes of that meeting concluded, "His 
talk was challenging and made all of us realise that we are going to 
be forced to justify our existence in the days to come, even more 
than in the past." Despite much effort, however, accreditation from 
the Southern Association was not secured during Humphreys' presi
dency. 32 

Pressure from the University Senate for national accreditation 
brought a conflict between Humphreys and Harrison into the open. 
Harrison had been dean of men during the College's first year, then 
had departed to pursue a graduate degree and pastor several 
churches. He returned to the faculty in 1930, but also served as the 
College's promotional secretary-charged with recruiting, fundrais-
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ing and arranging publicity. He became the secretary-treasurer of the 
new board of trustees in 1934, and on Humphreys' suggestion be
came the first vice president of the College in 1942. The following 
year, he received an honorary doctor of divinity degree from High 
Point College. Trouble originated in the growing perception that Har
rison was usurping Humphreys by assuming too many responsibili
ties. Bylaws defining principal staff positions were adopted by the 
trustees in the fall of 1946, but squabbling continued between the 
two former friends. 33 

On July 16; 1947, a request from the University Senate to be al
lowed to survey the College for accreditation was presented by 
Humphreys to the trustees. At the same meeting, they approved an 
application from Harrison for a six-week vacation so that he could 
take a mixed quartet from the College choir to California for a per
formance, as he had often done since his return in 1930. Harrison 
thus by passed Humphreys, who had not approved the trip, by apply
ing directly to the trustees, who mollified an angry Humphreys by 
extending a vote of confidence to him. Before they voted on the Sen
ate petition, Humphreys at a meeting on September 19, 194 7, sub
mitted resignations for himself and Harrison to the executive com
mittee of the board of trustees. The President said his "official 
relationship" with Harrison had become "strained" and that the situa
tion was "intolerable." Harrison was present; apparently surprised, 
he refused to resign, so Humphreys withdrew his letters and both 
men left the room. After an extended debate the executive commit
tee, on a vote of four to three, declared the office of vice president to 
be vacant, whereupon both combatants were recalled and Harrison 
said he would appeal to the full board of trustees. At a meeting on 
September 30 the trustees by a vote of 12 to 8 upheld the action of 
the executive committee.34 

The trustees on September 30 also approved the visit by the Uni
versity Senate, confidently declaring that it would lead to accredita
tion, but matters quickly became more complicated. On October 1, 
chairman of the trustees H. Albion Millis admitted that he had not 
given three key communications to the board, which he had before 
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they made their decision. One was a letter signed by 400 students, 
who demanded an explanation for the dismissal of Harrison. In an
other, the executive committee of the High Point College Alumni As
sociation asked that action be deferred until the survey could be 
made by the University Senate. Finally, a telegram from the Univer
sity Senate requested that no action be taken until they completed 
their investigation. When students held a funeral to protest Harrison's 
firing, carrying a casket to symbolize the death of "inspiration" at the 
College, they were pelted with eggs and tomatoes by other students 
and threatened with expulsion by College staff members. Several 
alumni protested Harrison's dismissal to the Board of Education of 
the Methodist Church, and two accompanied him to meet with 
Gross. Another group of alumni met with Gross again before the 
University Senate visitors arrived in November 1947.35 

The University Senate committee found it difficult to assess the 
situation at High Point College. Faculty were convinced that confi
dentiality was not being maintained, even after the members of the 
committee moved their interviews from the campus to the Sheraton 
Hotel. Humphreys reported to the trustees on February 10, 1948, that 
he had received a telegram from H. W. McPherson, executive secre
tary of the Board of Education of the Methodist Church, asking that 
the trustees gather on February 19 to receive President John Seaton 
of the University Senate, who would present the report of the Senate 
visiting committee. Humphreys explained that he had replied to 
McPherson with a request that the report be sent to the executive 
committee of the board of trustees, who would then discuss "such 
portions as they should see fit" with the rest of the board. By way of 
reply, acting chairman F. Logan Porter read aloud a letter from chair
man Millis, directing the trustees to meet on February 19 as McPher
son asked. Humphreys pressed the issue, saying "that a scientific sur
vey could not be done in forty-eight hours" and that the report would 
contain "controversial matter" that would disappoint the board. By a 
vote of nine to four, the trustees agreed with Humphreys. 36 

_ Despite this action, McPherson insisted that the Senate report be 
read to the entire board, which convened on February 19, 1948, as 
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Millis had proposed. They met in executive session and copies of a 
general report were distributed by Seaton. It contained few surprises. 
The Senate recommended that no salaried officer of the College, 
other than the president, should be a trustee, and that the College ad
ministration should be reorganized to decrease the president's power 
and to spread responsibility for policies and appointments. Because 
"A president ought not to want to surround himself with 'yes men,' " 
a clause added to all faculty contracts in 1947, which pledged "loy
alty to the administration," should be deleted immediately. Further
more, tenure should be provided so that faculty could not be fired ar
bitrarily, faculty workloads should be decreased and research and 
writing promoted, and more money should be spent on salaries, in
structional support and new employees with advanced degrees. 37 

A second confidential report from the Senate, which was simply 
read aloud to the trustees and not distributed, proved much more 
controversial. It reviewed the division between Humphreys and Har
rison, which was reflected within the College community, and rec
ommended cryptically that "it would seem appropriate for the board 
to provide for Doctor Humphreys' economic security in opening the 
way for new and more vigorous leadership of the institution." The 
trustees agreed to refer both reports to their executive committee for 
consideration and not to act before it was brought back to the full 
board. They also resolved not to provide any information to the 
press. However, Humphreys angrily declared that much of the report 
was "snap judgment" and "not an accurate picture of the college situ
ation," and that he intended to complete twenty years as president 
and not allow "four men from the outside" to say that he must leave. 
The controversy became public after the general report was distrib
uted to the faculty. Some determined alumni obtained a copy and had 
it published in the High Point Enterprise on March 9, 1948, as a paid 
advertisement. The next day, the supplementary report appeared in 
the Enterprise as a news item. 38 

The executive committee of the board of trustees did not support 
Humphreys in his resolve not to leave; in fact, they had spoken about 
the necessity of removing him before the University Senate commit-
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tee had arrived. As trustee Charles C. Robbins explained, Humphreys 
had performed the "great task of bringing High Point College out of 
an impossible and hopeless financial condition," but in the process 
he had "created hard feelings by necessary hard-fisted dealings" and 
had "Left in the minds of many a feeling that he [was] a hard-boiled 
dictator." Future growth at High Point College depended upon a shift 
"From hard, cautious digging executive type administration [sic] to 
one of democratic operation and tolerance in all phases." On July 21, 
1948, in a rambling reply to the Senate report, the trustees agreed to 
begin a search for a new president. 39 

Humphreys stepped down at the end of the 1948-1949 academic 
year; ironically, Harrison resigned as the secretary of the board of 
trustees at the same time, but he continued to serve as a trustee until 
1951. Humphreys had endured hardship and sadness at High Point
a son was killed in military service during World War II-but he also 
had achieved much about which he could be proud.40 Unlike many 
other Methodist institutions, High Point had survived the financial 
pitfalls of the Depression and had initiated the process of building an 
endowment under his leadership. Student enrollments and faculty 
numbers had increased, and the latter included a higher proportion 
with earned doctorates. Too, the physical plant of the College had 
doubled in size. While the University Senate and the Southern Asso
ciation did not grant accre~itation, the College had survived its great
est challenge under the direction of Humphreys, and it was well
prepared to secure accreditation within a few years of his departure. 
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Chapter Four 

Better Before 
Bigger 

In choosing a third president for High Point College, the board of 
trustees decided the school needed a leader whose principal experi
ence was in the field of education. Robert M. Andrews and Gideon I. 
Humphreys were both ministers, and it was a troublesome reality 
that, while they had done much for the College, neither had acquired 
national accreditation for its programs. In April 1949, the name of 
Dennis H. Cooke was one of three presented to the board by a nomi
nating committee chaired by trustee Horace S. Haworth. The trustees 
unanimously selected Cooke in May, and he attended his first meet
ing of the board on June 9, 1949. 1 He proved to be an excellent se
lection. During his presidency, the College was accredited by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools and by the University 
Senate of the Methodist Church. At the same time, the endowment 
more than doubled, new buildings were completed and old facilities 
were renovated, the faculty increased in both quantity and quality, 
and enrollments surged ahead of national averages. When Cooke vol-
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untarily stepped down in 1959, saying that the College needed a pub
lic relations man and fundraiser as president so development could 
continue, he was welcomed as a faculty member by a College that 
was much stronger than when he arrived ten years earlier. 

Cooke certainly fit the trustees' requirements for an educator. He 
was a North Carolina native, born in 1904, with bachelor's and mas
ter's degrees from Duke University and a doctorate awarded in 1949 
by George Peabody College in Nash ville. After working as a teacher, 
principal, and superintendent in the public schools of North Carolina, 
Cooke had served as a faculty member for eighteen years at Peabody, 
where he became chairman of the Department of Educational Ad
ministration. He also was the president of East Carolina Teachers 
College (now East Carolina University) for a year. Beginning in 
194 7, he chaired the Department of Education and directed the sum
mer school at North Carolina Woman's College (now University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro). A prolific writer, he was the author or 
co-author of more than two dozen books on education by the time he 
arrived at High Point in the summer of 1949.2 

Cooke served as president for more than eight months before he 
was inaugurated in a ceremony that featured six distinguished guest 
speakers, including the presidents of Duke and Emory universities 
and John 0. Gross, the general secretary of the Division of Educa
tional Institutions for the Methodist Board of Education. In his inau
gural address on February 23, 1950, however, Cooke set forth the 
plan for his presidency that he had been following since his arrival. 
He emphasized that the College had to focus· on the "development of 
our present program rather than upon expansion of the program." He 
explained, "We are not allergic . . . to becoming a larger institution, 
but we must 'get better' before we have a right to 'get bigger.' " To 
do this, he said, funding should be increased and the endowment ex
panded. Some money should be spent on a "combination auditorium 
and music building" as well as a science building, a recommendation 
of the University Senate of the Methodist Church. In addition, fac
ulty and staff salaries "should be improved as rapidly as possible" 
and "as many instructors with advanced graduate degrees should be 
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added as we can afford." Only then could the College achieve its 
purpose, which as Cooke defined it was "to educate and to equip for 
effective work [,] which leads to effective living."3 

Cooke also devoted much of his address to denouncing socialism 
and Communism, declaring that the "American Way of Life" would 
be taught at High Point and that no Communists would be allowed to 
teach for him. Apparently, though, this issue, which had added to the 
angry controversy that clouded Humphreys' last years as president, 
was not allowed to disrupt Cooke's administration. Howard Carroll, 
an associate professor of religion and philosophy, had been dismissed 
from High Point in 1948 after he scandalized the College community 
with a speech to a Sunday school class at Wesley Memorial 
Methodist Church that was interpreted as being Communist. Trustee 
Gurney H. Kearns, whose fellowship fund had supported Carroll in 
his doctoral studies at Duke, angrily wrote to H. Shelton Smith, the 
director of graduate studies in religion at that institution, that "this 
young man had might as well pull up his stakes and get out of High 
Point ... We don't like that kind of stuff." He added, "Communism 
will be the ruination of the United States if they don't get a check on 
it." No such issue surfaced during Cooke's presidency.4 

In accordance with his address, Cooke made accreditation by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools his initial goal. Dis
cussion of this had begun under Andrews and continued under 
Humphreys, but it had never been achieved. As Cooke told the 
trustees in July 1950, cost was no longer a concern because the Col
lege could not afford to remain unaccredited. To meet the Associa
tion criteria, goals for the College were developed in brainstorming 
sessions by the faculty and printed in the catalog for the first time. 
Admission and graduation requirements were stiffened, funds were 
set aside for recruiting honor students from high schools in North 
Carolina, and library holdings were increased. A number of new fac
ulty were employed, including six with earned doctorates. This in
creased the number of faculty with doctorates from eight in 1949 to 
twelve-or from less than a fourth of the faculty to exactly a third
by October 1951, when a committee from the Association visited 
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High Point. Before the visitors arrived, too, a ten-percent salary sup
plement was given to all faculty to match Association standards. An 
elated Cooke accepted unconditional membership in the Association 
in December 1951; one month later, the University Senate fully ac
credited High Point for the first time as well. 5 

Accreditation by the Southern Association and University Senate 
was only a first step in Cooke's program to improve the College. 
While preparing for the Association's visit, he also confronted the 
lingering financi~l instability of the institution. When he arrived, he 
was informed that there was an operating deficit from the previous 
year; he later found that many outstanding accounts were uncol
lectible. Substantial relief efforts began with the creation of the 
North Carolina Methodist College Foundation in 1950. This organi
zation succeeded the Methodist College Advance, which since De
cember 1945 had raised more than a million dollars in the Western 
Conference of North Carolina, in which High Point was located, but 
had given only $143,000 to the College. Cooke initially planned his 
own fund drive, but in May 1950 B. Joseph Martin, the executive di
rector of the North Carolina Methodist College Foundation, made a 
formal presentation to the executive committee of the trustees, after 
which Cooke presented a request that the College take part in a co
operative two-year fund drive beginning on January 1, 1951.6 

Cooke prepared for the College's first major fund drive in almost 
a decade by employing Eugene J. Coltrane, retiring president of Bre
vard College, in the summer of 1950 to coordinate fund-raising ac
tivities. When Coltrane became a part-time employee in October 
1952, his full-time position was taken by Grady H. Whicker, a 1948 
alumnus of the College who also served as director of public rela
tions beginning in 1955, the year that Coltrane retired. In September 
1950, Cooke told the faculty that the Methodist College Foundation 
planned to raise $2.5 million, of which High Point would get the 
largest share among the five Methodist schools in North Carolina: 
$300,000 for its endowment and $500,000 for an auditorium and a 
science building. A local campaign, which was to raise $200,000 of 
the Foundation's total, was christened the New Era Fund Raising 
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Campaign and reached its goal by September 1951, actually generat
ing almost $203,000. The College faculty contributed $4,500 of this 
amount, but the greatest proportion came from local businesses, 
which during the 1950s were enjoying High Point's second boom in 
furniture and textile production. 7 

The Western Conference contributed a substantial amount of 
money to High Point, but the overall Methodist College Foundation 
drive never reached its projected goal and the organization dissolved. 
Afterward, contributions by the Methodist conferences of North Car
olina to the College did not continue to increase, due to the opening 
of other Methodist schools in the state, compelling High Point to rely 
on other sources of funding. The Ford Foundation gave a half billion 
dollars to American colleges and universities in December 1955, the 
largest disbursement in its history to that time. High Point got 
$135,500, the seventh largest gift among the twenty North Carolina 
schools who received a donation. The Methodist Church itself 
pointed the way to a more substantial financial foundation for future 
development. In May 1957, Cooke read to the trustees a report by a 
committee from the Board of Education of the Methodist Church, 
which had visited the College in response to a request from the Qua
drennial Commission of the Western North Carolina Conference. The 
visitors commended High Point for "efficiency and economy," but 
pointed out that it had "l?y no means adequate funds for the kind of 
program the future will require." They stressed that the endowment 
should increase and strongly recommended an "intensified develop
ment program. "8 

The Committee's recommendation was entirely in accordance 
with the plans of the chair of the board of trustees, Holt McPherson. 
The editor of the High Point Enterprise and a former trustee for Bre
vard College, McPherson had joined the trustees in 1953 as a re
placement for John D. Williams, who died that year after serving on 
the board for thirty-two years. The following year, McPherson be
came chairman after Leven F. Ross, who had succeeded H. Albion 
Millis in 1949, resigned. A High Point native, McPherson in 1924 
had ironically considered attending the College, but the campus did 
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not look like it would be completed in time to open so he went to the 
University of North Carolina. He now intended to bolster the fi
nances of the College through development of the endowment so that 
opening would never be a concern again. In the fall of 1957 the 
trustees approved the employment of Herbert H. Peterson, who had a 
doctorate from the University of Denver and had been an overseas 
missionary for the Methodist Church, as the first director of endow
ment and development for the College. 9 

The combined efforts of McPherson and Peterson produced re
sults that were more than satisfactory. The endowment from May 
1949 to May 1954 had only increased from $447,199 to $562,566; 
by May 1959 it had grown to almost $1.04 million, a total increase of 
132 percent for the decade. The College's operating budget in 
1948-1949 was $445,708, with a deficit of $12,772; in 1958-1959, it 
had $981,909-a 120 percent increase (with no deficits) in ten years. 
The latter budget included a surplus of $19,396, which was partly 
due to Cooke's sometimes controversial efforts to trim costs. For ex
ample, in February 1951 he told the trustees that because the football 
program had lost $80,000 since its rebirth in the fall of 1945 and the 
onset of the Korean conflict had severely reduced the number of 
players, the Athletic Council with the concurrence of the executive 
committee of the trustees had stopped it "until such time that small 
colleges can play the game without too great a financial sacrifice and 
adequate man power will be available." The end of football elimi
nated a substantial deficit in the athletic budget that the College ab
sorbed each year, and even allowed the athletic programs to begin 
showing a small profit in the first year after football was dropped. 10 

Financial growth provided benefits for all members of the Col
lege community. For students, the tuition and fees to attend High 
Point rose to only $819 by the fall of 1958, at which time the Col
lege's cost ranked tenth in the state among private schools. Too, dur
ing Cooke's presidency the number of student scholarships swelled 
from 7 to 59. Faculty in the 1950s also enjoyed several increases in 
salary. In the spring of 1952, Cooke was authorized to formulate a 
program of pay raises for the faculty that made permanent the ten-
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percent supplements provided at the time of the visitation by the 
Southern Association of Colleges and Schools. Salary increases con
tinued through the decade as Cooke sought to make his pay scale 
more than competitive. Helen R. Bartlett, a member of the faculty 
since 1939, wrote to Cooke in the spring of 1955 to thank him and 
the trustees "for the best contract I have ever received, in fact the 
only one I've ever been able to 'smile over.'" Across-the-board 
raises of 10 percent were granted not only in the summer of 1954, 
but also in 1955 and 1957. The net result was an increase in the aver
age salary of College faculty of 80 percent in ten years, from $2,889 
to $5,145, which kept the College ahead of Southern Association re
quirements. 11 

Financial development facilitated a necessary expansion of the 
physical plant. Enrollment dipped during the early 1950s, but quick 
recovery made it imperative to expand living space. The executive 
committee of the trustees advised building an addition to Woman's 
Hall in April 1952. They selected the name Susanna Wesley Hall, in 
honor of John Wesley's mother, the following October. Reporting 
that the building and furnishings cost only $75,000, Cooke boasted, 
"this is one of the greatest bargains in a fireproof dormitory for stu
dents that I have ever known." The third floors of Woman's and Mc
Culloch halls were completed as dormitory rooms in 1955 and 1956 
respectively, capping a ~eries of construction projects that began in 
the summer of 1938. The survey committee from the Methodist 
Board of Education, which visited High Point College at the request 
of the Quadrennial Commission of the Western North Carolina Con
ference, commended Cooke but also wrote that "Clearly more dormi
tories are needed." During the summer of 1957 overflows of men 
and women were being housed in the basement of Harrison Hall, for
merly the gymnasium, and in houses owned by the College. A 
woman's dormitory, located behind and parallel to Woman's Hall, 
was completed by September 1958 and christened North Hall. 12 

The Methodist College Foundation paid for two new buildings: 
the Memorial Auditorium and Fine Arts Building and the Science 
and Home Economics Building, renamed Dennis H. Cooke Hall in 
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1967 to honor the president under whose administration it was built. 
The former had been planned as early as 1937, and the first donation 
for its construction had been received just two days before the Japan
ese attack on Pearl Harbor. It became the first building priority for 
the trustees under Cooke; as completed, it served as a "combination 
chapel, auditorium and music building." Its seats for 800, class
rooms, stage for drama and practice rooms for music freed these pro
grams from the restrictions of outdated quarters. The tiny auditorium 
of Roberts Hall had been the only place that the Tower Players could 
perform on campus; for large audiences, plays were staged in the lo
cal junior high auditorium. The first play by them in the new facility 
was Thornton Wilder's Our Town on May 29, 1954. Jane DeSpain 
directed this presentation as well as many others, including a musical 
comedy about the High Point furniture industry written and scored 
by Lew J. Lewis, a member of the music faculty at the College. His 
comrades also enjoyed the new building; they had endured cramped 
quarters in the former home of Paul S. Kennett after being exiled 
from Roberts Hall in 1951.13 

The Memorial Auditorium and Fine Arts Building was dedicated 
in October 1954 in a ceremony that also marked the dedication of 
Susanna Wesley Hall and the Science and Home Economics Build
ing. The University Senate in 1948 had advised High Point College 
to build a facility for science, but the trustees under Cooke had ini
tially recommended that the chapel in Roberts Hall, after the audito
rium had been completed, should be refitted as "first-class science 
laboratories." At the same time, they urged that the old laboratories 
should be adapted for home economics. In 1953 the physics labora
tory moved to the basement of McCulloch Hall, where space became 
available after the completion of a maintenance shop and the re
moval of equipment to the new facility. The executive committee of 
the trustees only reluctantly agreed with Cooke that a separate build
ing to house science and home economics would be necessary. The 
structure that was dedicated in the fall of 1954 and was later renamed 
Cooke Hall provided spacious quarters for instruction in biology, 
chemistry, physics, and home economics. 14 
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Cancellation of the football program provided financial relief but 
did not alleviate the need of the athletic programs for more space. In 
the summer of 1951 plans were laid for an expansion of Harrison 
Gymnasium, but the state fire marshal rejected these in favor of more 
extensive changes that required more than twice the expected amount 
of money. The matter was set aside until July 1953, when Cooke sug
gested to the trustees that a new facility for basketball should be 
built. The dilemma was resolved in the summer of 1955 when the 
trustees unanimously approved building a new 3,200-seat gymna
sium and remodeling the old structure as a cafeteria. Because Col
lege alumni gave over $100,000 to match funds provided by the 
Methodist College Foundation, the new building was named Alumni 
Gymnasium. The first basketball game in the facility was a victory 
over Erskine College in November 1957. That same year, Harrison 
Hall, as it was renamed by the trustees, was expanded to be a cafete
ria; its basement became a dormitory, then offices. This freed more 
space in Roberts Hall for offices and classrooms. To complete the 
athletic complex, the deed for H. Albion Millis Stadium was returned 
to the College after negotiations by Holt McPherson, though the city 
was allowed to use it until 1974, when a municipal stadium was 
completed. 15 

Other renovations funded by the Methodist College Foundation 
included the expansion 9f the M. J. Wrenn Memorial Library and the 
Student Center. Under the direction of librarian Marcella Carter, li
brary holdings during Cooke's presidency increased from 17, 199 
volumes in 1949 to 40,687 just ten years later. Expanded steel 
shelves were added in 1953, but the Quadrennial visiting committee 
in May 1957 recommended the construction of a library addition. 
Two years later, a five-floor stack area, which had enough room for 
100,000 volumes, was added. The new quarters accomodated the 
growth of the collection for more than three decades to come. Also in 
1959, a wing was built for the Student Center and stairs to the third 
floor were installed, providing more room for the post office and 
bookstore in the basement and space for administrative and student 
offices in an extensively renovated attic. 16 
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Part of the pressing need for dormitory space on campus was due 
to the trustee's decision to divest themselves of much of the off-cam
pus property of the College. The executive committee of the board of 
trustees decided on September 7, 1949, to sell Penny Hall, which 
was being used by the College as a dormitory, to the Presbyterian 
Home for the Aged. The sale took place in January 1950, and stu
dents moved out at the end of that semester. In the fall of 1951, Mil
likan Hall, which had been used to house married veterans after 
World War II and still served as a dormitory for men, was offered to 
the Presbyterian Home. When they declined to purchase it, it was 
sold in a public auction during April 1952. Many other smaller 
pieces of property were kept and used by the College. The house at 
901 Montlieu served as a residence for male students; 821 Circle 
Drive was a duplex for faculty, as was the Benjamin N. Duke Cot
tage on East Campus; and 909 West College Drive remained the 
Home Management House, where female students lived with a su
pervisor. After the music faculty moved to their new quarters, 911 
West College Drive, Kennett's former residence, became an official 
home for Dean Harold E. Conrad, who arrived in the late summer of 
1955. 17 

Beautification of the campus also continued during Cooke's term 
as president. Garden clubs and individuals had donated a variety of 
plants to the College during its first decade, but the result of their ef
forts was not especially appealing. In the 1930s, the College had re
ceived federal funds and C. R. Mackintosh, a noted landscape engi
neer and architect, was employed to improve the grounds and 
provide a design for H. Albion Millis Stadium. The surviving dona
tions we:re rearranged, and many new plants were acquired. Because 
federal funds were to be spent for labor only, money for plants was 
limited and so trees were transplanted from surrounding areas. It was 
during this period that the main drive into campus, which had previ
ously been covered only with ash, was paved with concrete, the cost 
of which was raised by the class of 1937 by staging a play. All of 
these efforts at landscaping and paving were continued and enhanced 
during the 1950s, and some old projects were updated, such as the 
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class of 1955's renovation of the fishpond in front of Wrenn Library, 
which had been donated by the class of 1929. Even the centerpiece 
of the campus benefited from a renovation: in 1953, a set of chimes 
replaced the bell in the tower of Roberts Hall. These were donated by 
trustee Elliott S. Wood in memory of his father and as a tribute to his 
mother. 18 

Cooke's pledge to make the College better was reflected in the 
curricular changes during his administration. When he arrived, a core 
of 57 hours was required; ten years later the core had been trimmed 
to a minimum of 49 hours, though some students might have to take 
a few more hours if additional instruction in a foreign language were 
needed for a program. In 1949 the College offered bachelor of sci
ence degrees in business administration, general science, home eco
nomics, and physical education, while bachelor of arts degrees were 
awarded in biology, English, education and psychology, French, 
mathematics, religious education, social sciences, and Spanish. 
Chemistry majors could choose programs that led to either degree. 
By 1959, bachelor of arts had been added in history, political science, 
sociology, and religion and philosophy, while a bachelor of science 
degree had been added in biology and religious education was 
dropped. Too, a cooperative program in forestry with Duke Univer
sity began in 1953. Three years of study at High Point and two at 
Duke earned a bachelor's degree in science from High Point and a 
master of forestry from Duke. In all of these programs, Cooke was 
very concerned with grade inflation and maintaining standards, about 
which he often addressed the faculty. Following his direction, they 
approved an English proficiency examination for graduates in No
vember 1955.19 

Deliberate efforts by Cooke to expand the curriculum led to only 
limited success. During the fall of 1954 he initiated discussion of an 
honors program; though George H. Hobart of the Department of 
Business chaired a committee of inquiry, the proposal resulted only 
in the creation of the Scholastic Honors Society, organized on the 
pijnciples of Phi Beta Kappa. The executive committee of the board 
of trustees in December 1955 discussed the establishment of a lim-
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ited graduate program in conjunction with the creation of "Distin
guished Professorships." The next summer, in his annual report, 
Cooke declared: "A limited amount of graduate work for High Point 
College would bring a tremendous amount of academic prestige to 
the College if the work is done well." A trustee committee formed to 
consider the idea, but all plans had to be canceled a year later due to 
changes in funding requirements by the Southern Association. The 
only proposal for expansion that came to fruition was Cooke's 
proposition for an evening degree program to the faculty in May 
1953. The committee appointed to study the matter included Clifford 
R. Hinshaw, who retired as dean of instruction in 1955 but became 
director of the Evening College at its founding in 1960, one year af
ter Cooke stepped down as president. 20 

Hinshaw's retirement as dean of instruction left a vacancy that 
was filled in 1955 with the employment of Harold E. Conrad as the 
dean of the college and director of the summer school. Conrad, who 
had a doctorate from the University of Toronto, had taught history at 
Washburn University in Kansas, and he continued to teach history af
ter his arrival in High Point. Ironically, he had been a member of the 
Topeka Board of Education during the landmark 1954 case before 
the Supreme Court, and he would once more be confronted with the 
issue of segregation in High Point, along with J. Hobart Allred, who 
succeeded Percy E. Lindley as dean of students in 1950. Conrad was 
one of eleven faculty hired in the summer of 1955, which reflected 
the pace set by Cooke to satisfy the Southern Association. When 
Cooke came in 1949, there were 38 faculty_, 8 of whom had earned 
doctorates; by 1959 there were 55, of whom 30 had earned doctor
ates. This growth, which was accomplished despite the adoption of a 
mandatory retirement rule that pushed a number of older faculty out 
of service, led to a drop in the number of full-time students per fac
ulty member from 22.1 to less than 17. 21 

Cooke was determined to have none but earned doctorates as 
chairs of departments in order to meet the requirements of the South
ern Association. Many departments were already chaired by persons 
with earned doctorates when he arrived, but some changes had to be 
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made. At his own request, Cooke was listed as chair of the •Depart
ment of Education and Psychology. Modern foreign languages was 
chaired in succession by newcomers Philip Angeles, John A. Hager, 
and Frances Muldrow, with doctorates from the Universidad Na
cional de Mexico, the University of Paris, and Duke University re
spectively. Mathematics was chaired by Mabel G. Reavis, Lester T. 
Hartsell and Jerome C. Smith, all newcomers with doctorates from 
Duke, Columbia, and Cornell universities respectively. In 1950, 
William R. Locke, with a doctorate from Boston University, became 
chair of religion and philosophy, while Joseph M. Wilson, whose 
doctorate was from Columbia, became chair of the Department of 
Music. Wilson was succeeded by Lew J. Lewis, whose doctorate was 
from Stanford, in 1952. W. D. Durland, who had a doctorate earned 
at the University of Texas, became the chair of business administra
tion in 1957, the same year that Jack R. Netcher, whose degree was 
from Indiana University, became the first person with a doctorate to 
chair physical education. 22 

The new department chairs were aided by a host of other new
comers with doctorates. Joseph Adkins, whose doctorate was from 
Ohio State University, became the first full-time faculty member in 
psychology with a doctorate in the field. In foreign languages, the 
newcomers who had doctorates included Hal L. Ballew, Madie W. 
Barrett, Lois Kropa, Art~ur E. Le Vey, and Philip Smyth; the first 
two attended the University of North Carolina, while the latter went 
to New York University, the University of Chicago, and the Univer
sity of Madrid respectively. In religion, Locke employed two oth
ers-Leopold M. Hays and William W. Mountcastle-with doctoral 
degrees from his alma mater, Boston University, as well as Minor W. 
Boyer from the University of Texas and Walter E. Hudgins from 
Duke. In 1956, Carl F. Hankins, who had a doctorate from George 
Peabody College, joined the business administration faculty. Netcher 
in physical education brought Gilman W. Hertz, whose doctorate was 
also from Indiana University, with him; other faculty with doctorates 
in that department during Cooke's term as president included Ken
neth W. Perkins, who earned his degree from Purdue University.23 
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The department chairs retained by Cooke, all of whom had 
earned doctorates, benefited as well from the influx of newcomers 
with doctorates. In history and political science, Stuart C. Deskins 
was joined by Richard C. Todd, James W. Moffitt, Blackwell P. 
Robinson, and Joseph L. Bernd. The first three had doctorates in his
tory from Duke, the University of Oklahoma and the University of 
North Carolina respectively; the latter's doctoral degree was in polit
ical science and came from Duke. When the College added regular 
television broadcasts to its selection of radio programs, Robinson 
gave a thirty-minute lecture on a local station every Tuesday night. 
A. Lincoln Lorenz in English hired John D. Ebbs, with a doctorate 
from the University of North Carolina, Lawrence A. Wood, who had 
a doctorate from Western Reserve University, and two with Yale Uni
versity doctorates, Rossiter R. Bellinger and Walter Blackstock. Ed
mund 0. Cummings in chemistry was joined by F. A. Reidel, who 
held two doctorates from Columbia University and the University of 
Colorado, and R. A. Lineberry, a graduate of the University of North 
Carolina. Finally, Benjamin H. Hill in biology employed Robert R. 
Bryden, whose doctorate in biology was from Vanderbilt University, 
and Golden L. Howell, who had a doctorate in botany from the Uni
versity of Alabama. 24 

The rapid addition of new faculty allowed the creation of two 
new departments: Fine Arts-which combined music, speech, art, 
and drama-and Sociology. Raiford M. Porter during the fall of 1956 
became the first full-time instructor in art at the College. He had a 
bachelor of fine arts from William and Mary College and a master's 
degree from North Carolina Woman's College (later the University 
of North Carolina at Greensboro), and his paintings reflected his year 
of study in India. His arrival led to the establishment of the Depart
ment of Fine Arts. The Department of Sociology was founded during 
the fall of 1956 as well when Thomas C. Keedy, Jr., whose doctoral 
degree was from the University of Southern California, took the 
place of Clyde N. Parker, whose doctorate was from Southern Bap
tist Seminary and who had taught sociology and psychology at High 
Point since 1954. By the time that Marcus W. Collins, who had a 

68 



Better Before Bigger 

doctorate from Harvard, became the chair of sociology in place of 
Keedy, his department was well established within the curriculum of 
the College. 25 

Enrollments at High Point during Cooke's presidency contra
dicted national trends. From 1949-1950 to 1950-1951 the College 
endured a decrease of only 2.4 percent, while the national average 
was a fall of 8.8 percent. The draft for the Korean conflict, however, 
did not spare High Point, and by 1951-1952 total enrollment fell to 
655. Recruitment became a top priority for Eugene J. Coltrane; under 
his direction, enrollment increased to 958 in 1954-1955. This re
flected a gain of 25.9 percent over the prior year, an increase that was 
more than twice the national gain and almost five times that for the 
state. This growth continued; in 1957-1958, enrollment exceeded a 
thousand (1,017) for the first time. Almost all of the students admit
ted during Cooke's presidency were enrolled in regular College pro
grams; the number of degrees granted, however, remained at an an
nual average of about 200 for the decade. Most of the students, too, 
were from North Carolina. The percentage of out-of-state enrollees, 
most of whom came from Virginia or New York, was 5.3 in 
1949-1950; this grew to only 12.5 by 1958-1959. Enrollment in 
summer school reflected the same general trend as regular sessions
a fall from 517 in 1949 to 388 three years later, then a recovery to 
624in 1957.26 

Despite the struggles of the College to increase enrollment, and 
the onset of demands for desegregation, no blacks were admitted 
during Cooke's presidency. This was in keeping with the longtime 
policy of the Methodists on segregation. Segregation had never been 
challenged while the school operated under the aegis of the 
Methodist Protestant Church, the southern conferences of which had 
defended slavery while it existed and had excluded blacks from 
membership. The reunification of Methodism in 1939 brought north
ern Methodists, who sponsored eleven institutions of higher educa
tion for blacks at that time, into close association with southern 
Methodists, who had one, and the Methodist Protestants, who had 
none. The reunified church continued to sponsor a Race Relations 
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Sunday once a year to promote inter-racial cooperation and raise 
money for black schools, a practice initiated by the Methodists in 
1908 and adopted by Methodist Protestants in 1928. Little more was 
done immediately to end segregation, however, despite the general 
conference's repudiation of "white racial superiority" and call for an 
end to discrimination in 1944.27 

The United States Supreme Court's decision in Brown v. Board 
of Education in 1954 compelled the Methodist Church to revise its 
position on segregation. John 0. Gross, general secretary of the Divi
sion of Educational Institutions for the Methodist Board of Educa
tion, declared in his report for 1955 that "The Division of Education 
Institutions does not hold as its goal the perpetuation of segregation, 
but confidently looks forward to the time when all the church's insti
tutions will admit students without making racial distinctions." A 
constitutional amendment for the church in 1958 permitted black 
churches and conferences to join any regional conferences or juris
dictions. They would no longer be automatically assigned to the Cen
tral Jurisdiction, which had been created as a special administrative 
unit for all of the black congregations. The general conference in 
1964 legislated an end to the Central Jurisdiction by 1968, at which 
time the Methodist Church officially abandoned its traditional policy 
of separate but equal. 28 

The gradual shift in Methodist policies on segregation did not 
bring change at High Point during Cooke's term as president, even 
though a faculty committee on race issues had been organized as 
early as the spring of 1948. On November 10, 1952, a committee of 
three faculty-William R. Locke, James W. Moffitt, and Stuart C. 
Deskins-produced a report on the topic, "What is a Christian Col
lege?" Their study, which had been directed by former dean Percy E. 
Lindley until his death earlier that year, had involved several faculty 
committees and was one of about 400 initiated in 1951 at the invita
tion of the Commission of Christian Higher Education of the Associ
ation of American Colleges. The report addressed many issues, in
cluding desegregation. On that topic, chairman Deskins wrote that a 
"college must to a large degree be in harmony with the mores of its 

70 



Better Before Bigger 

community and its section of the country," thus "for the present, sep
arate but equal opportunities for the White and Negro races, will pro- 
vide the best solution of the touchy problem of race relations." Two
thirds of High Point College students polled five years later 
expressed the same idea. High Point was the fifth city to desegregate 
its schools in North Carolina, the first state to integrate voluntarily, 
but it did not do so until 1959, and so the College stood firm as 
well.29 

Like the faculty and students, the trustees also resisted change. 
Black scholars and singers sometimes entertained on campus, but 
black athletes from William Penn High School had to shower at their 
school when they played in Millis Stadium. Students from High 
Point College and Bennett College, a Methodist school for blacks in 
Greensboro, took turns hosting Sunday evening vespers services dur
ing the 1950s, but the black students, unlike white visitors to their 
campus, were not allowed to eat at High Point College. This was es
pecially ironic since a black man, George Sharpe, presided over the 
College kitchen until 1951. McPherson, chair of the trustees, liked to 
describe himself as a supporter of desegregation, but he favored 
moving slowly and even served on a special governor's advisory 
board that recommended continuing segregation in the fall of 1954. 
Three years later, Locke, the chair of religion and philosophy, and 
Frances Muldrow, chair of modern foreign languages, requested per
mission to host meetings for organizations on campus, during which 
whites and blacks would eat together. At the same time, Coach C. 
Virgil Yow asked to be allowed to schedule basketball games with 
teams that would have to feed and house black players on campus. 
The trustees followed the example of the faculty by voting against 
both requests.30 

Cooke's term as president came to a somewhat abrupt end in 
1959. The board of trustees met on March 14, 1959, to plan for the 
next decade. At that meeting, Cooke read aloud a statement revealing 
his desire to resign as president and become a full-time member of 
the faculty. He explained that he believed the president of the Col
lege would have to become the chief fund-raiser if the institution was 
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to obtain the money necessary for further growth and success. The 
College under Cooke had greatly increased its endowment, but it had 
not raised the $4.5 million recommended by the Quadrennial visiting 
committee. He concluded, "I am . . . sure that I am not the man to 
raise this money, and I am sure that only the President of the College 
can do it on a scale that will be necessary." He asked that he be ap
pointed to direct teacher education, a field in which there was a va
cancy and in which he had substantial experience and an ongoing in
terest. 31 

Expressing -"keen regrets and deepest appreciation," the board of 
trustees approved Cooke's request unanimously. Trustee Gurney H. 
Keams wrote to Cooke two days later, on March 16, 1959, "The Col
lege has gone forward very rapidly in the last ten years, and it has all 
been your guiding hand behind it." Cooke responded politely by reit
erating his firm belief that "the time has come in the life of High 
Point College that a top public relations man (salesman, if you 
please), or even a money raiser, become the official head of the Col
lege . . . I am not this top salesman or money raiser." Cooke became 
the director of teacher education and did well; the National Council 
for the Accreditation of Teacher Education reviewed his program in 
the fall of 1960 and gave it full approval. Keams, reflecting on 
Cooke's w?rk as president of High Point College shortly after he an
nounced his resignation, provided an apt commentary: "He is a very 
valuable man and we dread to give him up ... It's going to take a 
pretty smart man to handle his job .... "32 No matter who they 
chose, he would benefit greatly from Cooke's accomplishments. 
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